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The film ‘Line in the Sand’, on the rampant scam of 
illegal sand mining across the country was screened 
for the first time in Mumbai on Saturday. The 
Australian Broadcasting Corporation has produced 
the 20-minute documentary. The screening was 
attended by its Indian Director Savitri Chaudhury and 
three Activists, which it featured, Sumaira Abdulali, 
Aakash Chauhan and Brijmohan Yadav. The film tells 
their stories while taking on the sands mafia including 
attacks, which all three of them faced. 
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• Annual Sand consumption in India is 
estimated 850 Million Tons per annum in 
2020, with annual growth rate of 6-7%. 
• A conservative estimate based on 
assumption of 1:2.5 ratio for cement and 
sand and annual cement consumption in 
2017 being around 293 Million Tons. 
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Need environment police for 
tackling sand mafia: Sumaira 
Abdulali 
Is it impossible to rein in the sand mafia? 
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Is it impossible to rein in the sand mafia? 
 
What can be done to prevent the great sand loot in 
India? Is illegal sand mining a direct consequence 
of a nexus between builders lobby and politicians? 
Should there be a single window system at the 
centre to deal with illegal sand mining? Awaaz 
Foundation's convenor Sumaira Abdulali joined 
IBNLive readers for an interaction on the issue. 
Q. Alternate to Sand. Is there any information 
on this? If a cheaper substitute is available the 
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SCREENING OF “SAND WARS” IN MUMBAI
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Tehsildar attacked by 
sand mafia in Raigad 
Vijay Singh | TNN | Apr 7, 2015, 12.00 AM IST 

 
 

 
 

NAVI MUMBAI: The tehsildar of Mhasala taluka, near 
Mahad, in Raigad district, was assaulted by a truck driver 
and few others on Sunday while he was inspecting 
vehicles. The incident occurred near Aambet village in 
Mhasala taluka, and a case has been lodged at Goregaon 
police station. 
 
"I and a few juniors were checking vehicles carrying sand 
from the area. When we stopped three trucks loaded with 
wet sand, one of the drivers and few other men charged 
towards me and hit me on my head and face. They then 
fled from the spot before we could catch them," said 
Virsingh Vasave (38), the tehsildar. 
 
As a consequence of this assault, revenue department 
employees of the Raigad district went on a token one-day 
protest strike on Monday. 
 
"I have given the details of the assault to the police. The 







Courtesy: Dr. Praveen Gedam, former Collector, Solapur

ATTACK ON GOVERNMENT PROPERTY BY SAND MAFIA AT SOLAPUR








