
Sand Mining Violence in India in 2019-2020: Detailed Compilation 

The illegal, excessive sand mining activities have been impacting river ecosystem and riparian 
communities adversely. Scores of villagers, young kids, reporters, activists and government 
officials are being attacked and killed year after year for objecting to and for taking action 
against illegal sand mining. The brazen mining is also leading to accidents which is again 
resulting in grievous injuries & even deaths.  

The situation has only deteriorated further despite several protests by locals and court orders 
reprimanding the Central & state governments. Moreover, given the situation where all major 
political parties and politicians at state level are indulgencing in unsustainable plundering of 
natural resource, the situation is bound to aggravate in coming years.   

In its 2018 overview, SANDRP could compile reports about 28 human fatalities caused by 
illegal and unsustainable sand mining operations across the country. The actual death toll 
could be much higher. Making more efforts, here SANDRP provides account of violent 
incidents caused by illegal & excessive sand mining happening from Jan 2019 to Nov 15, 2020. 

NORTH INDIA  

The North India covers the state of Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, Uttarakhand and 
Himachal Pradesh. There is lack of media report on the issue from Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh, 
Chandigarh and Delhi.  

Uttar Pradesh  

District  Month 
Year 

River Detail  Remark 

Saharanpur  May 
2018 

 Man died after hit by sand truck A truck loaded with 
mining material crushed a bike rider to death on May 
21 along the Doon Highway. The person identified as 
Monis aged 25 died on the spot. The driver escaped 
after the accident leaving the truck. The accident 
occurred at 3:00 pm, 200 from Fatehpur police 
station. https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-
pradesh/saharanpur/101526929819-saharanpur-
news  (22 May 2018)  

1 killed in 
road 

accident. 
 

This is not 
included in 
final tally 

as it’s 
from 2018.  

 March 
2019 

 Youth crushed to death by sand dumper 29 yrs old 
Shaukeen was killed on the spot after being hit by a 
sand laden dumper. He was a resident of Nakud and 
the accident happened on March 25 around 6 pm on 
the Chilkana-Patni road. Angry villagers blocked the 
road following the incident. After the accident, the 
driver escaped leaving the dumper. 
https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-
pradesh/saharanpur/111553624321-saharanpur-
news  (26 March 2019)   

1 
youth 

killed in 
road 

accident 

Shamli  June 
2019  

Yamuna  Sand mine pits killing people in Kairana About 
deep sand mine pits visible in Yamuna riverbed when 
the water level receded in June 2019. It says about 
12 drowning incidents killing 8 people including 
village youths in these pits in past two months. It 
gives details of seven such deaths.  
https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/nepal/hindi/up+darpan-
epaper-

8 
teenagers 
death in 

sand 
mining 

pits. Most 
of kids 

were from 
Panipat 



updarpan/yamuna+ka+pani+utara+to+najar+aae+m
aut+ke+kund-newsid-121567404  (24 June 2019)  
 
Details of death by drowning in Yamuna sand pits in 

Panipat in May-June 2019. 
 

SN Date Name (age) Village District 
1 06 June 

2019 
Maksood 
(17)  

Not 
mentioned  

Panipat  

2 11 June 
2019 

Tonu (19) Sanouli Panipat  

3 12 June 
2019  

Sachin (14)  
Gurmehar 
(30) 

Not 
mentioned 

Panipat 

4 May 
2019  

Anshu (20) 
Aman (17)  
Ramesh (35) 

Not 
mentioned 

Haryana  

 Total 
death  

7   

 
<iframe width="950" height="538" 
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/r6ZnnwEs53
U" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; 
clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; 
picture-in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe>  
 
Video report also covering the issue.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6ZnnwEs53U  
(24 June 2019)  

Haryana 
who died 
in Kairana 

area of 
Yamuna 

river. 
 

The 
mining 

was 
allowed by 
UP govt. 

 July 
2019 

Yamuna Youth drown in Yamuna On July 23, two youths Adil 
(16) and Sameer (17) residents of Babel road 
Panipat visited Yamuna river for bathing in Kairana 
and slipped into deep water. While Adil was rescued 
by local people, Sameer died in the incident. This 
report links the death to deep illegal sand mining pits. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/shamli/story-two-teen-eager-boy-drown-in-
yamuna-one-rescued-another-missing-
2648179.html  (24 July 2019)  

1 teen 
drown in 
Yamuna 

 Sept. 
2019 

Yamuna 6 die in Yamuna sand mine pits in Kairana On 
Sept. 16, six young kids of Malakpur village in 
Kairana tehsil of Shamili got drowned in Yamuna 
river. They were all part of a religious procession and 
had visited Yamuna bank at Mahomadpur. In total 
seven teenager had entered in Yamuna where they 
slipped in deep sand mine pits. One of the youth was 
rescued by villagers. 
https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-
pradesh/shamli/malkapur-s-happiness-turned-into-
mourning-in-a-moment-shamli-news-
mrt4435262168  (17 Sept. 2019) Another report and 
locals held deep illegal sand mine pits dug across 
riverbed as a reason behind the mishap. 
https://www.uniquesamay.com/happiness-changes-
in-mourning-6-families-break-a-mountain-of-gum-
together-the-whole-village-weeps/  (17 Sept. 2019)   

6 teens 
drown in 
Yamuna 



 July 
2020 

Yamuna 3 kids drown to death On July 18, 2020, three kids 
aging 11-15 years old were drowned in Yamuna river 
around Mawi Ghat Kairana. This report links these 
deaths to deep sand mine pits in the riverbed there. 
https://www.swatantraprabhat.com/death-of-three-
children-from-drowning-in-the-yamuna-not-
identified/  (19 July 2020)  
https://specialcoveragenews.in/uttar-
pradesh/shamli/shamli-three-children-drowned-in-
the-yamuna-river-panipat-kairana-bridge-died-due-
to-drowning-1134625  (18 July 2020)  

3 children 
died in 

sand pits 

 July 
2020 

Yamuna This report covers death of 12 villagers including 
young kids and youths in deep sand mining pits dug 
in Yamuna riverbed in Kairana since July 2019.  
 

Details of death by drowning in Yamuna sand pits in Kairana since July 2019. 
SN Date Name Village District  
1 01 July 

2019  
Not 
mentioned  

Not mentioned               
(1 person) 

Panipat  

2 14 Sept. 
2019 

Not 
mentioned 

7 youths of Malakpur 
(Report mentioned 7 
person but actually 1 
was rescued) 

Shamli  

3 25 May 
2020 

Not 
mentioned  

1 Issopur villager  Shamli  

4 29 May 
2020 

Not 
mentioned  

1 Gadrau villager Shamli 

5 18 July 
2020 

Not 
mentioned  

3 kids of Rattewala Shamli  

 Total   12  

 
Illegal sand mining has created deep pits in Yamuna 
riverbed at Mawi Ghat in Kairana. The act is resulting 
in dozens of drowning death in the river on annual 
basis. Administration has neither placed warning 
signs there nor checked illegal sand mining 
operations. https://www.jagran.com/uttar-
pradesh/shamli-city-people-facing-problem-during-
bath-in-yamuna-20545989.html  (23 July 2020)  

12 
children, 
teenager 

die in 
sand pits.  

 
 

This also 
includes 3 
deaths of 
July 18, 
2020. 

 
So we are 
counting 9 

deaths 

 July 
2020 

Yamuna  This report says in one week, five people have died 
after drowning in Yamuna river in Kairana block. The 
river stretch was under massive scale illegal mining 
and local people are blaming deep sand pits 
responsible for these deaths. The report includes 3 
deaths of July 18, 2020 and mentioned death of two 
youths from Balheda village Panipat around July 14, 
2020.  
https://twitter.com/Indian_Rivers/status/12854561
41422600197?s=20  (21 July 2020)  

5 teens 
died in 

sand mine 
pits. This 
includes 3 
death of 
July 18, 
2020. 

 

 Sept. 
2020 

Yamuna Young boy drown A 12 year boy Javed resident of 
Issapur Khurgan in Kairana drown in Yamuna river 
on Sept. 7, around 11.30 pm. He had visited river for 
bathing along with three friends when the incident 
took place. The report links the death to deep pit in 
riverbed caused by illegal sand mining. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/shamli/story-life-of-a-teenager-in-yamuna-
39-s-pool-3473654.html  (07 Sept. 2020)  

1 boy 
drown in 

sand mine 
pit. 



Baghpat Jan. 
2020 

Yamuna Sand truck killed one As per January 14, 2020 
report a sand laden truck ran over a biking killing one 
person and injuring the other. The incident happened 
in Badaut area of Baghpat. 
https://public.app/video/sp_i4v4cj9ao0r6w  (14 Jan. 
2020)  

1 killed in 
road 

accident 

 May 
2020 

Yamuna 4 teens drown, 2 resuced Four youths of Khekda 
village in Baghpat district got drowned in Yamuna 
river on May 30, 2020. Villagers somehow managed 
to rescue two of them. While one dead body was 
fished out, second was not found in search 
operations. https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-
pradesh/meerut/death-of-a-young-man-drowned-in-
yamuna-river-and-two-rescued-and-search-for-one-
in-baghpat  (31 May 2020)  

2 drown in 
Yamuna 

 July 
2020 

 MLA fears threat to life by mafia BJP MLA Yogesh 
Dhama has written to CM Yogi Adityanath and the 
DG Police claiming he has been facing a threat to his 
life from notorious gangster Sunil Rathi, who is 
lodged in Tihar jail in connection with the murder of 
another gangster Munna Bajrangi. Dhama said the 
gangster openly threatened him when he came for a 
hearing of the Munna Bajrangi case at a Baghpat 
court. 
 
-"He holds me responsible for stopping his illegal 
mining activities in the region. Two of my 
acquaintances have been killed by his men in the last 
month which proves that there is a real threat to my 
life," he said. The MLA claimed that Rathi was much 
more notorious that slain gangster Vikas Dubey who 
was the main accused in the killing of eight policemen 
earlier this month in Kanpur. 
https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay.aspx
?newsID=735000   (28 July 2020) The same mafia 
was accused of killing of RLD workder. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/lucknow/suni
l-rathi-ordered-rld-workers-killing-
cops/articleshow/77188152.cms  (27 July 2020)  

MLA fears 
threat to 
life by 
sand 
mafia 

Noida Sept. 
2020 

Yamuna Four members of a family were injured on Tuesday 
(Sept. 15) in Yakubpur village after they were 
allegedly shot at by another family from Dalelpur 
village who was trying to take sand illegally.  
https://www.hindustantimes.com/noida/noida-four-
injured-in-shooting-during-illegal-sand-mining/story-
KJm7geLIiFvDffB0XzK9LK.html  (16 Sept. 2020) 

4 injured 
in mining 

brawl. 

Agra Nov. 
2019 

 Sand mafia opened fire on police team A police 
team patrolling in Iradatnagar area was shot at by 
sand mafia injuring a police constable Nishamak 
Tyagi on Nov. 3. The injured cop was admitted to a 
private hospital. As per police, the constable and the 
soldier Jitendra were on patrol when a sand-laden 
tractor-trolley arrived on Sadupara Peepal road. The 
policemen asked the driver to stop but they opened 
fire on them. The bullet hit Tyagi’s leg and the driver 

1 cop 
sustained 

bullet 
injuries 



drove away with the vehicle. 
https://khabar.ndtv.com/news/crime/mining-mafia-
fire-on-sub-inspecter-in-agra-2126765  (4 Nov. 2019)  

 Nov. 
2020 

 Constable killed by sand mafia A police constable 
died in Agra on Sunday (Nov. 8) after he was run over 
by a tractor-trolley engaged by a local mining mafia 
for transporting illegally-mined riverbed sand in 
Saiyan police station area. Constable Sonu Kumar 
Chaudhary, in his 20s, was chasing the sand-loaded 
tractor-trolley on his motorcycle and had tried to stop 
its illegal movement when he was killed early in the 
morning, a senior official said. 
https://www.news18.com/news/india/up-police-
constable-killed-as-sand-mining-mafias-tractor-runs-
him-over-in-agra-3057350.html  (08 Nov. 2020)  
 
The sand mafia were using village road to smuggle 
riverbed material from Rajasthan. The mining tractors 
move in convoy escorted by a separate vehicle. 
These people open fire on police team when caught 
and many such incidents had taken place in the area 
earlier too.  https://www.jagran.com/uttar-
pradesh/agra-city-police-constable-killed-in-mining-
mafia-attack-in-agra-21040410.html  (08 Nov. 2020)  

1 young 
cop 

murdered 
by sand 
mafia 

Firozabad Jan. 
2020 

Yamuna Young girl mowed down by canter Trishika a 7 
year old girl was killed and his uncle injured severely 
when a speeding canter hit their bike while they were 
returning from school. The deceased was resident of 
Alinagar Kanjaira. The incident happened near 
Meera crossing. The canter was transporting sand 
from Yamuna river.  The report mentions that 
speeding mining vehicles were making the area 
prone to road accidents.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/firozabad/story-cantor-traumatized-the-girl-
returning-from-school-her-uncle-injured-
2960630.html  (14 Jan. 2020)  

1 minor 
girl killed 
in road 

accident 

Bijnor Jan. 
2019 

 Kid crushed to death by mining vehicle  A tractor 
trolley loaded with mining material crushed Aryan a 
Class I student on the Bijouri route on Jan. 19 while 
he was returning from school. The kid died on the 
spot. Following this there was uproar in the area and 
locals blocked the road for two hours. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/bijnor/story-crushed-trole-child-mining-jam-
imposed-2369351.html  (19 Jan. 2019)  

1 
kid killed 
in road 

accident 

 June 
2020 

Malan Youth stabbed to death  Navneet a youth of Shapur 
in Bijnaur was stabbed to death by an illegal miner 
belonging to same village. The deceased had visited 
Malan riverbank in the morning of June 21, 2020, 
where he saw Ankul extracting sand illegal from the 
river. Navneet warned him of filing a complaint with 
official. This irked Ankul and he first attacked 
Navneet with stick and then stabbed him with a 

1 youth 
stabbed to 

death 



dagger. Navneet’s two relatives who came to his 
rescue were also injured.  
 
The report says that village was used to sand mine 
disputes. The other rivers in the tehsil were also 
facing lot of illegal mining. There have been 
accidents also killing innocent people. Recently two 
people were killed and one girl was seriously injured 
in two separate accidents in Bhaguwala and Bijouri 
Tiraha area in Nazimabad. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/bijnor/story-young-man-stabbed-to-death-
in-najibabad-to-protest-sand-mining-3296245.html  
(21 June 2020)  

Rampur  Aug. 
2019 

Kosi Farmer drown Sardar Kulwant Singh, a resident of 
village Chauhadda of Maswasi area, was drown in 
Kosi river while returning from his fields. The report 
links the death to deep sand mining pits in riverbed 
done by mechanized mining. It also mentions two 
more similar deaths in the river in Maswasi area. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/rampur/story-farmer-dies-due-to-drowning-
in-kosi-river-in-rampur-2717875.html  (30 Aug. 2019) 

1 Farmer 
drowned 
in Kosi. 
2 more 
such 

deaths 
mentioned 
which are 
excluded  

 Dec. 
2019 

 Dumper trucks collision On Thursday morning 
(Dec. 19), two dumpers moving from opposite 
directions collided with each other near the primary 
school at Akbarabad on the Dadial - Kashipur road. 
After collision the overloaded truck broke into the 
school wall while the second empty one entered the 
nearby field. Luckily the school was closed for winter 
vacations otherwise it could have been a major 
tragedy. The local alleged police covered up the 
illegal mining case by claiming royalty paper from one 
dumper. The report also mentions about the death of 
boy in the village caused by a sand laden cart.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/rampur/story-dumper-enters-the-school-
after-breaking-wall-big-accident-averted-
2911677.html  (20 Dec. 2019)  

Fatal 
accident 

which 
could 
have 

turned into 
a big 

tragedy 

 Jan. 
2020 

 Youth killed in road accident A youth was killed and 
his friend bore injuries when their car was hit by an 
unknown vehicle in Shahjadnagar police station. The 
deceased Arun and injured Deepak both were 
resident of Merut. In accident happened near 
Dhamora dhaba. The police suspects role of vehicle 
involved in illegal mining responsible behind the 
accident. https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/rampur/story-one-died-in-road-accident-
2952446.html  (14 Jan. 2020)  

1 youth 
killed 

another 
injured in 

road 
accident 

 Sept. 
2019 

 Miners tried to mow down revenue official Nitin 
Kumar a revenue official had narrow escape when 
the driver of a sand dumper tried to ran the vehicle 
over him on the night of Sept. 19. The incident 
happened when the vehicle was stopped for 
inspection of royalty paper in Maswasi area. 

Attack on 
mining 
official 



https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/rampur/story-attempts-to-trample-lekhpal-
with-mining-dumper-in-maswasi-2756061.html (20 
Sep 2019)  

 Jan. 
2020 

Kosi Mining official attacked A mining official had narrow 
escape when his car was hit by illegal sand miners in 
Jan. 2020. The mining team was taking action 
against illegal sand mining in Kosi river. The team 
seized 6 vehicles, including the JCB machine. There 
was exchanged of bullets between mining team and 
illegal miners. https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/rampur/story-action-on-illigal-mining-in-
rampur-2993402.html  (31 Jan. 2020)  

Attack on 
mining 
official 

 April 
2020 

Kosi Miner buried under sand mound Mahomad Akram 
a resident of Jatpura village in Thakurdwara, 
Muradabad died after he got buried under a sand 
mound while carrying manual mining in Kosi river in 
Muradabad. He was doing manual sand mining in 
Kosi river regularly and transport with the help of 
mule driven cart. The incident happened during 
lockdown. The report mentions large scale illegal 
mining in Kosi river in the area.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/rampur/story-youth-dies-after-being-buried-
under-sand-3135129.html  (07 April 2020)  

Sand 
miner 

killed in 
mine 

collapse 

Muradabad  Oct. 
2019 

Ramgan
ga 

Saint died in mysterious circumstances A saint 
Baba Ramdass who was very vocal against illegal 
sand mining in Ramganga river was found dead in 
mysterious circumstances. His followers alleged that 
he was murdered by illegal sand miners. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwryfeKttGA  
(19 Oct. 2020) 

1 
death 
under 

mysteriou
s 

circumsta
nces 

Badaun March 
2019 

 Elderly killed by sand vehicle Amrish Gupta a 60 
years old person resident of Asrasi village died after 
a sand laden truck lost balance and crushed about 
half a dozen people in Kadarchowk police station 
area on March 06, 2019. The truck was overloaded 
with sand. While passing through the village Asrasi it 
lost balance and overturned on the road. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/badaun/story-illegal-mining-and-
overloading-sand-2435976.html  (07 March 2019) 

1 
Elderly 
killed in 

road 
accident 

Lakhimpur 
Khiri 

March 
2019 

 MLA sustained bullet injuries The Yogesh Verma, 
a BJP MLA was grievously injured when a gang of 
illegal sand miners opened fire at him during holi 
celebration on March 2. The MLA sustained the 
injuries after three weeks treatment in a hospital. This 
report mentions that the MLA was very active against 
illegal sand mining incidents and had filed complaints 
against three illegal miners in the area. The same 
illegal miners had even tried to run him under sand 
vehicle about one and half years ago. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/lakhimpur-khiri/story-arrest-mla-shot-dead-
in-lakhimpur-kheri-2457300.html  (23 March 2019)  

MLA 
attacked 



 Oct. 
2019 

 Policeman injured in sand mafia attack Mining 
mafia tried to crush a police constable under sand 
vehicle in Sampurnanagar area on Oct. 14, when a 
team was taking action against illegal mining in the 
area. The policeman named Harindar was 
hospitalized in critical condition. The report says that 
illegal mining in the district was going on 
indiscriminately especially in the dark of night. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/lakhimpur-khiri/story-mining-mafias-in-up-
lakhimpur-try-to-crush-the-soldier-2799385.html  (15 
Oct 2019)  

1 cop 
injured 

Pilibhit  April 
2019 

 2 students drown 2 students of Bisalpur village died 
after drowning in Hardoi Branch canal on April 6. This 
report suspects the death were caused by deep sand 
mining pits in the canal. As per the report the Hardoi 
and Kharja canals face large scale illegal sand 
mining when the water supply is stopped in them. The 
excess mining from a place creates deep pits in the 
canals.  
When water is released, these pits remain in canal 
bed under water and villagers assuming shallow 
water level get drown in them. The bodies of children 
was found in one such pit. The report mentions of 
corruption in police and mining department which 
turn blind eyes to illegal mining activities and also 
raises concerns over illegal soil mining in the area.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/pilibhit/story-on-the-second-day-the-bodies-
of-students-who-were-taken-away-from-the-canal-
2480017.html  (08 April 2019)  

2 
teens die 

after 
drowning 
in canal 

Bareily  March 
2019 

Panghaili Farmer beaten to death Tejram, a 55 year old 
Sabapur villager was beaten to death by people 
involved in illegal sand mining in Panghaili river on 
Thursday afternoon (March 21). The farmer had gone 
to river with his cattle when the accused Indrajit, 
along with his companions reached there with tractor-
trolleys to extract sand from the river. When he asked 
Tejram to take his cattle away, the farmer objected 
following which he was mercilessly beaten leading to 
his death.  
As per the report, Panghaili river was facing large 
scale illegal sand mining around Sabapur and 
Narharpur villages with support of the mining officer 
and police administration. A man had set up a check 
post near the river in Narharpur village and was 
collecing Rs 300 per trolley from the mining mafia. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/bareily/story-the-farmer-was-beaten-to-
death-by-mining-mafia-2457376.html  (23 Mar 2019)  

1 farmer 
beaten to 

death 

 Oct. 
2020 

 Illegal sand dumper mowed down 2 policemem A 
truck carrying illegal sand hit the police team at two 
locations on the night of Oct. 10 killing two policemen 
and injuring four others. The truck was first stopped 
at Hardaspur where the driver hit the patrolling 

2 cops 
killed in 

fatal 
attack by 



vehicle killing on official and injuring three. Police 
barricaded the area to catch the driver when it again 
ran over police vehicle near Sultanpur again killing 
one person and injuring one. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-pradesh/story-
attack-on-police-vehicles-death-of-policeman-and-
prd-jawan-4-serious-for-stopping-illegal-mining-in-
rae-bareli-3552368.html  (11 Oct. 2020)  

sand 
mafia 

Chandauli April 
2019 

 Sand mafia attack police vehicle In April 2019, 
sand mafia attacked a police vehicle in which a senior 
IAS official had narrow escape. According to the 
report, the SDM Kumar Hash of Mughalsarai was on 
inspection following illegal sand mining complaints in 
Chanduali. https://www.policenewsup.com/sand-
mafia-has-attacked-an-ias-kumar-harsh-21102/ (5 
Apr 2019)   

Attack on 
police 
team 

Unnao July 
2019 

Ganga History-sheeter murdered Ramsahay a resident of 
Allipur village was shot dead allegedly by rival group 
on the night of July 01. The report says that the 
deceased was involved in illegal sand mining and 
had grabbed a part of Ganga riverbed where he was 
doing farming. He was sleeping in a hut built in farm 
land along with his two partners at the time of 
incident.  
 
As per the report, Ramsahay was a criminal with 
several serious cases against him registered in 
Kotwali. A month ago, he was allowing illegally sand 
mining in Ganga river near Dhaku Purva. The report 
also says there is intense rivalry in groups to occupy 
Ganga land for illegal mining. In November 2017, the 
land mafia of Chaubepur had shot several rounds of 
fire in broad daylight over the possession of Ganga 
land for sand. https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/story-history-sheeter-shot-dead-in-unnao-
uttar-pradesh-2604764.html  (02 July 2019)  

1 criminal 
shot dead 
in gang 

war 

 June 
2020 

 Journalist killed by sand mafia A reporter for a 
Kanpur-based newspaper was killed on June 19 in 
Unnao district allegedly at the behest of a ‘sand 
mafia’ and illegal land grabbers active in the region. 
According to a report in NewsClick, journalist 
Shubham Mani Tripathi (25) was shot by “unidentified 
persons” near the Gangaghat area of Unnao district 
while he was returning home with a friend on a 
motorcycle. He was rushed to a hospital in Kanpur, 
where he died. He worked for a newspaper named 
Kampu Mail. Days before his killing, Shubham Mani 
Tripathi had informed authorities that he had been 
threatened by persons involved in illegal sand mining 
and land encroachment activities.  
https://m.thewire.in/article/media/shubham-mani-
tripathi-journalist-killed-unnao-sand-mafia/amp  (24 
June 2020)  

1 
journalist 
murdered 

 Aug. 
2019 

 16 years on; IPS officer waiting for justice A DIG 
rank IPS officer of the UP cadre, Ram Lal Verma, 

Senior 
police 



who was shot four times (in the chest and stomach) 
by the Sengar brothers, in August 2019 forward to 
seek justice. Due to expelled BJP MLA Kuldeep 
Sengar's exceptional clout in UP's power circles, 
crucial investigation documents relating to the 
shocking murder attempt on Verma have gone 
missing. The trial itself has been scuttled. 
 
The matter goes back to 2004. During a raid on an 
illegal mining site in Unnao, Verma (then SP) was 
repeatedly shot at by Kuldeep Sengar's younger 
brother, Atul, and his aide. Ram Lal Verma almost 
miraculously survived the attempt on his life even as 
he underwent several surgeries and months of 
hospitalisation. Recalling the brutal attack, Verma, 
who has recovered from the grave multiple bullet 
injuries, told IANS that he got a tip-off about illegal 
mining being carried out by members of the sand 
mafia on the banks of river Ganga in Unnao. When 
he rushed to spot, Atul Sengar and his aides opened 
fire on the police. 
https://www.nationalheraldindia.com/national/sengar
-brothers-shot-serving-ips-officer-four-times-probe-
hushed-up  (02 Aug. 2019)   

official 
who  

survived 
bullet 

injuries in 
2004 still 
seeking 
justice 

Gorakhpur  Feb. 
2020 

Rapti  Minor girl, cattle killed On Sunday (Feb. 02) 
morning, the dumper involved in illegal sand mining 
from Rapti river near Malouni dam hit the cow and 
two calves of Umesh Kannaujia at Lalpur Tikar. In this 
accident, both calves died on the spot, while the cow 
was seriously injured.  According to the police, the 
damper belonged to Ramnarayan, a resident of 
Gaighat and the driver had no legal permission to 
transport the sand. After the accident, the driver fled 
from the spot. 
  
The report also says that a minor girl from Huhia 
village was recently killed by mining vehicle in the 
same area. But influential people settled the case by 
giving money to the affected. After a few days halt, 
the mining resumed. Villagers complained that illegal 
mining was rampant in the area creating flood threat. 
Miners were resorting to deep mining and even very 
close to electricity tower at Bhatwa. The 
administration was informed many a time but it had 
taken no action.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/gorakhpur/story-illegal-mining-havoc-two-
calves-dead-cow-injured-due-to-high-speed-
dumper-2999171.html  (02 Feb. 2020)  

1 minor 
girl killed, 

cattle 
killed and 
injured in 
accident 

by mining 
vehicles 

Jhansi Oct. 
2019 

 Sand mafia killed in encounter A man involved in 
illegal sand mining was killed in an encounter on the 
intervening night of October 5 and 6 in Gursarain 
area of Jhansi district around 80 km away from the 
district headquarters. The deceased Pushpendra 
Yadav had shot at Dharmendra Singh Chauhan, 

1 gangster 
killed in 
police 

encounter 



station officer, Moth a few hours before the encounter 
on Kanpur-Jhansi highway. SSP, Jhansi, OP Singh 
said Pushpendra Yadav was involved in illegal sand 
mining and was annoyed at the station officer as he 
had seized some of his sand-laden trucks on 
September 29. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/sand-
mafia-killed-in-encounter-soon-after-attacking-
jhansi-so/articleshow/71470973.cms  (7 Oct. 2019)  

 Nov. 
2019 

 Villagers beaten Bhatpura villagers under Lachhura 
police station complained to District Collector against 
attack by illegal sand miners for objecting to their 
activities in village area during nights. The villagers 
mentioned that illegal mining was rampant in the 
village area during nights which was making their 
lives miserable. They demanded strict actions 
against the illegal miners and threatened to stage 
protest if the administration fail in doing so. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/jhansi/story-villagers-beaten-for-opposing-
sand-mining-2849321.html  (14 Nov. 2019)  

Attack on 
villagers 

Mainpuri May 
2020 

 JCB mowed down youth A youth bike rider was 
killed and the pillion was injured when they were hit 
by a JCB which was reportedly involved in illegal 
mining activities in Mainpuri. The deceased was 
identified as Laden (24) and injured Kamelsh both 
resident of Jatpura. The accident took place around 
02:00 pm in Deviganj area. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/mainpuri/story-jcb-crushed-bike-rider-one-
killed-3225734.html  (19 May 2020)  

1 youth 
killed 

another 
injured in 

road 
accident 

Etah May 
2020 

 Sand tractor crushed down villager Rajvir Singh 
(50) a Sugaipur villager was mowed down by a sand 
laden tractor when he was walking along road near 
his village. The incident happened in the morning of 
May 23, 2020. The area is under Nayagaon police 
station in Etha. Rajvir died on the spot. Agitated 
villagers staged a protest alleging illegal sand mining 
going on in the area. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/etah/story-youth-killed-in-illegal-collision-of-
tractor-engaged-in-etah-3234469.html (23 May 
2020)  

1 villager 
killed in 

road 
accident 

Banda Jan. 
2020 

 Youth killed by sand tractor Santosh Tiwari a 22 
year old person resident of Chakeri village was killed 
by a sand laden tractor on the night of Dec. 31, 2020. 
After the accident, the driver along with the vehicle 
escaped from the spot. The father of the deceased 
told that Ramakant used to work in Surat. He had 
returned home three days ago.  
 
There was outrage among villagers after the 
accident. They said that illegal mining was happening 
day and night in Chakrehi Ghat but despite knowing 
everything police was taking no action. 

1 youth 
killed in 

road 
accident 



https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/banda/story-youth-dies-after-being-
crushed-by-tractor-2934098.html  (01 Jan. 2020)  

 Jan. 
2020 

Ken Labour buried under sand heap Four labours were 
buried under sand heap in Padadev area in the 
morning of Jan. 8 in Banda killing one and injuring 
three labours. The report says that there was large 
scale illegal sand mining and storage activities 
happening. The deceased was identified as 
Surajdeen Yadav (29) resident of Gopra village of 
Kalinjer. The injured included Saukha (26), Nati (24) 
Suresh Kumar (25) resident of of Risaura village. 
However the police claimed that all had gone to fields 
to chase away stray animals. They took refuse by the 
sand heap to escape rain, when the incident 
happened. https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/banda/story-worker-dies-due-to-sand-dune-
collapse-three-injured-2948879.html  (08 Jan. 2020)   
 

1 sand 
workers 
killed in 

mine 
collapse 

 Jan. 
2020 

Ken Illegal mining lead to road accidents The report 
mentions that mules, bikes and even e-rickshaws 
were being used in large number to ferry sand from 
Ken river which was leading to road accidents in the 
area. In one such incident a local was injured 
recently. https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/banda/story-illegal-mining-and-
transportation-become-people-s-trouble-
2986476.html  (27 Jan. 2020) 
 

1 injured 
in road 

accident 

 Jan. 
2020 

Baghe MLA relative allegedly attack by sand mafia A 
case of alleged assault on the nephew of a local MLA 
came to light in a dispute over illegal mining of sand 
in Naraini town on Jan. 26.  He accused Chunnu 
Yadav of Mudirampur assaulting him for stopping 
illegal sand mining in complaint. On contrary the 
accused alleged that it was Deepak was doing illegal 
mining in the Bagai river for the last one month. 
https://khabar.ndtv.com/news/uttar-pradesh/mlas-
nephew-allegedly-thrashed-over-illegal-mining-at-
banda-in-uttar-pradesh-2170342  (27 Jan. 2020)  
 

Alleged 
attack 

 May 
2020 

Ken Minor girl rescued from sand pit On May 12, 
Gwalin a  5 year old girl who is daughter of Lallu 
Nishad of Giodi Baba village in Kotwali town, fell into 
a sand mine pit in Ken river. At the time the city was 
reeling under water and the officials had visited the 
area to disruption of water flows to intake well. The 
girl was rescued and taken to hospital with the help 
of official. 
  
The report also mentions large scale illegal mining 
taking place in Ken river and miners had blocked the 
river flows at several location affecting riverbed 
farmers and water supply to city. As per the report 
illegal mining and transportation was on full swing in 

1 minor 
girl 

rescued 
from 

drowning 
in sand pit 



Ken river at Sona, Duredi, Lahureta, Palni, Sandi, 
Amalore, Khaptihakala, Kanwara, Nihalpur, Mahuta, 
Chandaur, Pandadev, Padohra areas.  
 
The girl's father Lallu who is a riverbed farmer said 
that the sand traders had mechanically dug deep pits 
at several place in the river. The administration was 
not taking any action on them but was blaming 
riverbed farmers for diversion of river water. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/banda/story-dirty-girl-in-a-pit-made-of-
illegal-mining-2527980.html  (12 May 2020)  
 

 July 
2020 

Ken Student crushed to death by sand dumper 
Ramsurat a 16 year old student of Sadha village in 
Kalinjar area was mowed down by a speeding 
dumper carrying sand. The youth was walking along 
the road near his village in Banda when the accident 
happened in the morning of July 05, 2020. The 
dumper also turtle turned after crushing the student. 
Villagers alleged illegal sand vehicles driving 
recklessly in the area causing such accidents.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/banda/story-student-dies-after-being-
crushed-by-sand-dumper-3329620.html  (05 July 
2020)  
 

1 teenager 
killed in 

road 
accident 

 July 
2020 

Ken Illegal miners suspected in villager murder 
Baccha Yadav a villager of Majra Baldev under 
Fatehganj police station in Banda was murdered 
around July 13, 2020. The villagers suspected role of 
illegal sand miners in this death. It was alleged that 
miners were demanding his vehicle for illegal sand 
transportation which he denied. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/banda/story-12-people-raised-in-murder-of-
young-man-3350228.html  (14 July 2020)  
 

1 villager 
murdered, 

illegal 
miners are 
suspected 

killer 

 Sept. 
2020 

Ken Mining official team attacked A team of mining 
officials was attacked by armed sand mafia in 
Rajghat area of Banda district on Sept. 20 night. The 
officials were on a raid following complaints of illegal 
mining in Ken river between Ladakapurava and 
Godibaba. The team of consisted of a mining official, 
five policemen and a home guard. On seeing the 
team, the sand mafia encircled them and attacked 
them with rods and stones.  
 
The attackers even tried to snatch off their weapons 
and put stones on the way of their vehicles. Hence 
the team had to leave the vehicle and run away from 
the spot. They hid themselves in bushes to avoid 
being caught also alleged getting no police back up 
timely despite many calls to senior officials. Later 
police filed case against 40 persons including a local 

Lethal 
attack on 
mining 
team 



politician. The senior police official said the team had 
gone there by personal vehicle instead of taking 
official ones. https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/banda/story-12-people-raised-in-murder-of-
young-man-3350228.html   (21 Sept. 2020) Later 5 
attackers were arrested in the matter. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/banda/story-deadly-attack-on-mineral-
officer-five-accused-arrested-3513788.html  (24 
Sept. 2020) 
 

Chitrakoot Jan. 
2020 

 Tractor driver killed in accident Chunbad a 35 year 
old villager was killed in an accident on Jan. 27 noon. 
He was driving a tractor involved in transportation of 
illegally mined sand from Bandhoin hills. The 
accident happened reportedly when the joint linking 
tractor with trolley broke. As a result, the tractor turtle 
turned killing Chunbad. 
 
As per the report, the illegal sand mining was being 
done from Lodhwara and Bandhoin hills for the past 
several months. Two months ago, the villagers had 
complained about it to the district administration. But 
no action was taken. Villagers even alleged illegal 
mining was happening with the connivance of the 
police. https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/chitrakoot/story-tractor-laden-with-morang-
overturns-driver-dies-2988702.html  (28 Jan. 2020)  
 

1 sand 
vehicle 
driver 

killed in 
accident 

Hamirpur  June 
2019 

Betwa Sand vehicle ran into car This report says that 
vehicles involved in illegal sand mining in Betwa river 
were also causing fatal road accidents. In the latest 
incident, a sand laden tractor transporting illegal sand 
hit a car in Lalpura area injuring a doctor and his 
companion. https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/hamirpur/story-doctor-s-car-collided-with-a-
moored-tractor-2590604.html   (24 June 2019)  
 

Vehicle 
damaged 

in road 
accident 

 Jan. 
2020 

Dhasan Rival mining groups resort to violence There was 
intense fighting between two rival groups who wanted 
to claim their authority over illegal sand mining from 
Dhasan at Gadhahar ghat in Majhgawan area.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/hamirpur/story-two-sides-fighting-
2986559.html  (27 Jan. 2020)  
 

Infighting 
among 

rival 
groups 

 April 
2020 

Betwa Home guard, driver injured in sand mafia attack 
On April 21, 2020 a home guard and government 
driver was grievously attacked by sand mafia in 
Chadot village Hamirpur when they were conducting 
raid against illegal sand mining in Betwa river. The 
team had seized two sand laden tractors and was on 
its way to deposit them when they were waylaid by 
armed sand mafia and beaten with sticks, rods 
severely. https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-

2 govt 
officials 

injured in 
attack 



pradesh/hamirpur/story-homegrown-mafia-attack-
home-guard-39-s-head-blown-3168773.html  (22 
April 2020)  
 

Auraiya July 
2019 

 Illegal miners tried to mow down policemen In a 
raid the district administration had seized about 8 
illegal sand laden truck which were parked near a 
hotel in Lalpura. While the police team was trying to 
regulate traffic on the road caused by the trucks, 
driver of a truck started it and sped away. In this act, 
the driver even tried to run over the police team which 
had a narrow escape. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/auraiya/story-attempt-to-bring-trucks-to-
soldiers-in-lalpur-2603203.html  (01 July 2019)  
 

Attack on 
police 
team 

 July 
2019 

 Farmers beaten for objecting illegal mining 
Punrendra Pratap Singh a farmer in Siganpur village 
was beaten with iron roads by illegal miners for 
objecting to mining near his fields on July 08. He was 
severely injured in the attack. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/auraiya/story-mining-mafia-beaten-to-
protest-illegal-mining-2623288.html  (11 July 2019)  
 

Attack on 
farmer 

Sonbhadra Dec. 
2018 

Bijul  Illegal sand miners tried to mow down forest 
guard When the Forest Department team tried to 
stop the illegal mining of sand from the Bijul river at 
Gadapathar in Obra Forest Range area on Tuesday 
(Sept. 25) night, the miners tried to crush them under 
their vehicle. Forest workers immediately reported on 
this number 100. As soon as the police reached the 
spot, the miners left the vehicle and fled. The forest 
department seized a tipper and tractor trolley 
engaged in illegal mining. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/sonbhadra/story-sonbhadra-attempt-crush-
forest-worker-illegal-mining-sand-2332576.html  (26 
Dec. 2018)  

Attack on 
forest 
guard 

 Nov. 
2019 

 Forest official killed by unidentified vehicle  Tej 
Pratap Singh a 55 year old forest official of Obra was 
hit by unidentified vehicle on Noct. 22 around 11.30 
am when he was going to Chopan. His bike was hit 
by an unknown vehicle near Sharda temple. The 
collision resulted in serious head injuries and the 
official died on the spot.  
 
The locals were linking the death to illegal sand 
mining activities as the official was part of 
Enforcement wing which was very active again illegal 
sand mining in the area. The team had also taken a 
lot of action regarding the illegal sand mining in Obra 
and Jugail Police Station area. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/sonbhadra/story-forest-officer-died-in-an-

1 forest 
guard 

killed in 
road 

accident 
which is 
seen as 

done 
intention-

ally by 
illegal 
miners 



accident-2863635.html  (23 Nov. 2020) Later, the 
wife of deceased official also held illegal mining 
responsible for the death of her husband. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/sonbhadra/story-illegal-miners-accused-of-
killing-forest-inspector-in-sonbhadra-2864958.html  
(23 Nov. 2019) 
 

 June 
2020 

 Inquiry sought in farmer death Ramsundar a 
farmer of Pakri village died under mysterious 
circumstances. He was opposing illegal sand mining 
near his fields. The incident happened in Nagavan 
mining site in Sonbhadra district. It seems some 
tribals were also facing administrative cases for 
opposing illegal sand mining in the area.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/sonbhadra/story-magistratey-inquiry-will-
be-done-on-the-death-on-the-nagwan-sand-site-
3257087.html  (03 June 2020)  
 

1 
farmer 
died in 

mysteriou
s 

circumsta
nces 

Kaushambi  June 
2019 

Ganga Reporter thrashed In June 2019, a reporter was 
thrashed by sand miner for exposing illegal sand 
mining in Ganga. For months illegal mining was going 
on at Alawarpur ghat in the river in connivance with 
local police officials.  When the report was published 
and police took action, the people involved physically 
assaulted the reporter. His mobile phone was 
snatched. A video report on the incident has been 
removed from the You 
Tube.  https://www.amarujala.com/uttar-
pradesh/kaushambi/police-arrest-two-sand-
mafia  (20 June 2019) 

1 reporter 
beaten 

Prayagraj April 
2020 

Ganga Policeman killed This report mentions about the 
death of a policeman named Ravi in Prayagraj while 
taking action against illegal sand mining in Ganga 
river. During raid he met with an accident with tractor 
involved in illegal mining. The report also mentioned 
of involvement of police personnel in illegal sand 
mining activities. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttar-
pradesh/prayagraj/story-13-transferred-from-naini-
police-station-after-soldier-39-s-murder-
3156206.html  (17 April 2020)  
 

1 cop 
killed in 
accident 

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in UP in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll Uttar Pradesh has topped the chart with 62 deaths caused by riverbed mining 
and transportation of the sand. 35 of these deaths were a result of drowning in deep sand mining pits 
followed by 12 people mostly young dying in road accidents involving sand mining vehicles.  
 
Of the total drowning deaths 32 occurred in Yamuna river in the districts of Shamli and Baghpat while 
3 more person died in other districts in deep sand mining pits. 31of the deceased are either young 
children or teenagers. The reports reveal that there is a steep rise in such incidents in past few years.  
 
The state also saw murders of 5 citizens including villagers and farmers for opposing illegal sand 
mining. The 5 more government officials including policemen, forest guards, mining and revenue 



officials were killed by illegal sand miners. This includes killing of a young constable Sonu Chaudhary 
by illegal sand miners in Agra on Nov 8, 2020. Before this two cops were killed by illegal miners in 
Rai Bareilly in Oct 2020, policeman Ravi in Prayagraj in April 2020, forest official Tej Pratap Singh in 
Nov 2019 in Sonbhadra.   
 
There was also murder of a reporter Shubham Mani Tripathi in June 2020 which is linked to sand 
mafia. Similarly 1 gangster Pushpendra Yadav involved in illegal mining was shot dead by police in 
an encounter in Jhansi in October 2019 while 1 history sheeter Ramsahay was murdered by a rival 
group in July 2019 in Unnao. There were two incidents of mine collapse killing to miners in the state 
since January 2019.  
 
Threats and Attacks In addition to death toll, there have been several incidents of lethal attacks and 
open threats to villagers, government officials, activists and reporters in the state by illegal sand 
miners. We could only compile 17 of such incidents in past two years injuring a large number of 
citizens and government officials.   
 
Such is the terror of sand mafia in the state that even the MLAs are not spared. In July 2020, Yoghesh 
Dhama, MLA Baghpat appealed to Chief Minister to save his life from notorious gangster Sunil Rathi. 
In his letter the MLA expressed fear for his life as the gangster held him responsible for administrative 
actions on Rathi’s illegal sand mining activities. Similarly, another MLA Yogesh Verma of Lakhimpur 
Kheeri sustained bullet injuries by sand mafia in March 2019. The reports mention that the MLA had 
faced lethal attacks in past also for being very active against illegal sand mining in his area. The 
relative of a BJP, MLA in Banda has also alleged threats and attacks by sand mafia in January 2020.  
 
It is also shocking that Ram Lal Verma a DIG rank police official has been seeking justice even after 
16 years against fatal attack on him by sand mafia. The official then SP, Unnao had sustained multiple 
bullet injures fired by sand mafia in 2004 and the culprits have not been brought to justice so far.  
 
The December 2019, Rampur mishap is also worth mentioning when a sand mining truck ran into a 
school razing its boundary wall. Luckily the school was closed for winter vacation otherwise it could 
have been a big disaster killing many young children.  

 

Haryana  

District  Month 
 Year  

River  Detail  Remark 

Panchkula  Jan. 
2019 

 Sand mafia threaten a farmer Panchkula farmer 
threatened by sand mafia for objecting to illegal 
sand mining.  Police on Jan. 6 registered a case 
under Arms Act and criminal conspiracy against six 
sand mafias for threatening a resident of Jalouli 
village in Chandimandir. Complainant, Sanjeev 
Kumar, a farmer alleged that the accused 
threatened to kill him after brandishing weapons 
including pistol and gun which the accused persons 
possessed. 
This is not the first instance when the sand mafias 
have threatened and assaulted a person in 
Panchkula district. On Sept. 30, 2018, mining 
officer Panchkula received a threatening call from 
the sand mafia to stop doing checking in his area.  
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh
/told-to-stop-illegal-mining-armed-men-attack-
farmer/articleshow/67412904.cms (7 Jan. 2019) 

Farmer 
threatened 



 
 Oct. 

2019 
Ghagar  15 booked for attacking cop Sand mining mafia 

attacked police officials in Pinjore. The attack was 
against raiding team actions of seizing a tractor 
involved in illegal mining in Ghagar river. Police 
later booked as many as 15 men for allegedly 
attacking a police official and snatching a tractor 
seized by a team of the mining department during 
inspection regarding illegal sand mining, in Pinjore 
on Oct. 8. As per the officials, when the team was 
about to take the tractor trolley from the spot, 
around 15 to 20 men came there with stones in 
their hands and surrounded the tractor. 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/illegal-
sand-mining-15-booked-for-attacking-cop-
stealing-impounded-tractor-in-pinjore/story-
gjf2imxXZ6D7AMX36VGCuJ.html  (9 Oct. 2019)  
 

Police team 
attacked 

 Nov. 
2020 

Rattewa
li 

16 cops injured in clash with villagers At least 
16 police officials, including three women, were 
injured in violence that broke out between 
hundreds of villagers protesting against licensed 
mining at Rattewali village of Barwala in Panchkula 
and the district police around 2 pm on Nov. 3. Three 
male police officials suffered serious head injuries 
in the attack by the villagers. The police also fired 
at least four rounds in air to scare away the 
protesters. Fourteen villagers were arrested and 
booked under several sections, including criminal 
conspiracy, attempt to murder, rioting and sections 
of the Arms Act as well. 
 
The residents of Rattewali village had been 
protesting against permitted mining going on in 
their village for more than a month. The mining was 
paused in early October after protests and an 
inquiry in the matter was initiated. The panel which 
probed the matter fined the firm with Rs 53 lakh for 
digging more than the permissible limit. The 
contractor deposited Rs 26 lakh on October 30 and 
resumed mining work again, which also led to 
resumption of protests. 
 
The villagers have been protesting against mining 
citing various issues. “The mining is killing our land, 
our village. The village falls in a sensitive zone and 
the mining is making it even weaker. Cracks have 
been noticed in the mountains. Our tubewells are 
running out of water because of such activities and 
yet we have been robbed of our right to protest. The 
contractor has criminals on his payroll who man his 
mining activities and eve tease and molest our 
women. They have remained inside since such 
activities have begun in the village. The 
government does not care about us,” added 

21 cops 
injured in 

violent 
clash with 
villagers 
opposing 

opening of 
sand mining 

in their 
village area. 



another villager, who has been at the forefront of 
the protests by the villagers. 
 
On the concerns of the villagers, Ahuja said, 
“Before the allotment, public hearings are ensured 
from the villagers and only then a decision is taken. 
If they have voiced their concerns, they must have 
been taken into consideration by the committee 
which allots the space for mining activity after 
public hearing. Water levels are not affected due to 
mining as the laws state that at least two metres of 
safety margin must be ensured above groundwater 
table.” 
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/chandigarh
/protest-over-mining-in-panchkula-16-cops-
injured-in-clash-with-villagers-14-booked-
6938316/  (04 Nov. 2020) 
 
In the Rattewali river, the contractor had done 30 to 
40 feet excavation with the approval of 10 feet 
excavation. The pits were then flooded by the 
contractor. Few cattle had died by falling into it. 
Angry villagers were sitting on dharna for a month. 
For this reason, the administration suspended the 
mining license. A few days later, the administration 
recovered the fine and restored the suspended 
license and the entire team of contractors went to 
the Rattewali river for mining. As soon as the 
villagers came to know about it, they gathered and 
stopped mining. 
https://www.jagran.com/haryana/panchkula-
villagers-protesting-against-mining-attack-on-
police-16-jawans-injured-21014786.html  (04 Nov. 
2020)   

Yamuna 
Nagar  

July 
2019 

Somb  2 kids die in sand mining pit Illegal sand mining 
operations continue to take the lives of innocent 
people in India. So far there have been dozens of 
violent incidents and tragic accidents involving 
illegal sand mining activities. The latest in the 
series is death of 3 kids in two different Indian 
states on a single day of July 7, 2019. The first 
incident killing two adolescents is reported from 
Yamuna Nagar district of Haryana state. 
http://sandrp.in/2019/07/12/3-kids-drowned-to-
death-in-a-day-in-illegal-sand-mining-pits/  (12 July 
2019)  

2 kids die in 
sand mining 

pit. 

   One year on, families wait for justice and relief  
After more than one year, the families of two kids 
identified of Kanalsi village are still waiting for 
justice and relief from the government's side, as 
their children had drowned in 25-30 feet deep pits 
left by the miners in Somb river (tributary of 
Yamuna) area in Kanalsi village of Yamunanagar 
district on July 7, 2019. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh

Attack on 
villagers 



/haryana-one-year-on-families-of-two-kids-who-
drowned-in-deep-pits-wait-for-justice-and-
relief/articleshow/77467247.cms   (10 Aug. 2020) 
 
Villagers say in last few years 5 persons have died 
after falling in deep sand mine pits in their village 
area. 
 
Sabapur villagers in the area also faced violent 
attack by people involved in mining activities when 
the objected to plying of heavy vehicles through 
village roads which they complained was causing 
damages to roads and increasing chances of road 
accidents.    

 Nov. 
2019 

Yamuna  Youth killed by dumper drivers  The son of the 
former sarpanch returning from work was beaten to 
death by dumper drivers. The dumper drivers beat 
the young man so badly that it became difficult to 
identify him. The incident took place near the 
village Asagarpur Mor in Sadaora. The deceased 
was identified as 23-year-old Tarun Saini, a 
resident of Rajpur village.  
 
Tarun was learning mobile repairing work at 
Kalaamb in Himachal Pradesh. While returning 
home late on Nov. 29 evening, there was an 
argument with his dumper drivers near village 
Asgarpur. After which the drivers attacked him with 
batons, iron rods and sharp weapons. 
https://www.amarujala.com/haryana/yamuna-
nagar/young-man-killed-yamuna-nagar-news-
knl135573147  (30 Nov. 2019)  

1 killed by 
sand 

dumper 
drivers 

 Dec. 
2019  

Yamuna 1 killed, 1 injured in accident A youth was killed 
and his friend injured severely following an 
accident with tractor trolley. The youth were on bike 
and the tractor was carrying riverbed minerals 
when the incident happened on Dec. 01, 2019 near 
Bhudkalan village. The vehicle was overloaded 
with the minerals and the driver ran away from the 
spot after the accident. The youth died due to 
severe head injuries while his friend also sustained 
grievous injuries.  Both were reported to be working 
in riverbed mining lease there.  
 
In May 2017 also a village youth and a young kid 
of Rampur village had died in accidents involving 
heavy mining vehicles plying through rural roads in 
Yamuna Nagar. Following kid’s death, villagers got 
agitated and they blocked the main road.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XtVPURg9MI  
(23 May 2017)  

1 killed and 
1 injured in 

road 
accident 

caused by 
sand mining 

vehicle. 

 July 
2020 

Yamuna  2 killed by overload sand truck  Congress leader 
Bodhraj's son Vikrant and nephew Prajwal died on 
Saturday night after the overload truck collided. 
The accident took place around 11 am near Indian 

2 killed in 
road 

accident 



Public School, Budiya Chowk on BKD Road. Police 
conducted post-mortem of the bodies of both the 
youths and handed them over to their relatives. 
https://www.amarujala.com/haryana/yamuna-
nagar/overload-truck-hit-the-car-congress-leader-
son-and-feaonce-die-yamuna-nagar-news-
knl37147945; 
https://goindianews.com/archives/81883  (12 July 
2020)  

Karnal  July 
2020 

Yamuna  3 young kids drown 4 youths of Dera Sanjay 
Nagar went to Mundogarhi Ghat in Yamuna for 
bathing on July 16. Earlier all the four youths were 
bathing in less deep water and taking a bath, they 
reached towards the deep water of Yamuna. 
Family members said that Sanju, Amit and Manoj 
got trapped in deep water. None of these three 
knew how to swim. 
https://hindi.news18.com/news/haryana/karnal-
three-friends-drowned-in-yamuna-river-in-karnal-
all-dead-hrrm-3179031.html  (17 July 2020)  

3 teens died 
in Yamuna 
river. It is 
not clear 
whether it 
was due to 

sand mining 
pits. 

Panipat  June 
2019 

Yamuna  Reporter, farmers facing false cases Umesh 
Tyagi a local reporter in Sanoli area of Panipat was 
implicated in fabricated charges for exposing illegal 
sand mining in Yamuna and adverse impact on 
river, farmland, farmers, village pathways which 
was also endangering embankment. The reporter 
had earlier on Oct. 2016 faced violent attack by 
sand mafia injuring him severely. False cases were 
also registered against farmers who claim illegal 
sand mining of unprecedented scale going on in 
connivance of concerned officials and big 
politicians, ministers.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smZdyavqksE
&feature=youtu.be  (10 June 2019)  

False cases 
on a 

reporter and 
farmers for 
opposing 
mining in 
Yamuna 

 Sept. 
2020 

Yamuna  6 of family members drown In a tragic incident on 
Sept 15, 2020 six members of a family got drowned 
in Yamuna river in Jalmana area. This report links 
the death to deep sand mine pits and also mentions 
that apart from this 17 kids have died after 
drowning in Yamuna river since 2019 and most of 
these are due to deep illegal sand mining.  
https://www.facebook.com/sandrp.in/posts/38041
56162945362 (15 Sept. 2020) 
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/six-
drown-in-yamuna-near-jalmana-village-of-panipat-
three-dead-bodies-fished-out-141554  (15 Sept. 
2020)  
 
Detailed report on illegal mining in Yamuna and 
how deep sand mine pits are turning a death trap 
for villagers particularly children. 
   
Illegal mining leads to a depth of more than 40 feet 
in the Yamuna which even well trained swimmers 
could find difficult to swim across. The six people 

6 persons 
including 4 

teens drown 
in Yamuna 

sand mining 
pit. 

 
Report says 
17 children 
had died in 
sand mining 

pits in 
Panipat 

since 2019. 
 

This 
number is 

not included 
in final tally 
as we lack 



lost their lives in Panipat due to these sand pits. 
https://www.jagran.com/haryana/panipat-death-
wells-built-in-yamuna-river-due-to-illegal-mining-
six-people-died-in-panipat-due-to-drowning-
20760596.html  (17 Sept. 2020)  
 
The woman and two children went to bathe further 
in the river. Meanwhile, all three started drowning. 
Another woman and two minors leaped to save 
them. There was a deep pool ahead in the river, 
from which no one could get out. Villagers made a 
noise near the shore. Some searched around but 
all were swept away.  
https://www.jagran.com/haryana/panipat-family-
came-to-worship-in-yamuna-river-in-panipat-six-
people-drowned-got-three-dead-bodies-
20754815.html  (16 Sept. 2020)  
 
The family including Sushil, his wife Sonia (32), Bet 
Sagar (15), daughter Payal (12) and a family 
member Sarita (18) along with two kids of sister in 
law namely Badal (18) and Garvey (16)  had visited 
river Yamuna in Jalmana for worshipping when the 
incident took place. 
https://www.amarujala.com/chandigarh/six-
people-drown-in-yamuna-river-in-panipat-of-
haryana  (15 Sept. 2020)  
 
The incident happened around 6.30 am on Sept. 
15. The family was surviving on daily wages and 
kids were studying in different grades. 
https://www.jagran.com/haryana/panipat-major-
accident-in-river-yamuna-in-panipat-six-people-
drowned-20750856.html  (16 Sept. 2020) 

more details 
on these.  

Sonipat June 
2019 

Yamuna  On June 24, 2019, a 24 year old youth of Bega 
village in Sonipat died after drowning in Yamuna 
river. 
https://haryana.punjabkesari.in/sonipat/news/yout
h-dies-due-to-drowning-in-yamuna-1015271  (25 
June 2019) 
 
There have been several incidents in which village 
kids have died after drowning in the river. The 
reports do not mention the reason behind these 
accidents. However, the Yamuna river flows with 
shallow water level in upper segment most of the 
time in the year. Hence, death by drowning in the 
river is unusual unless there are deep pits created 
by mining activities. The brief information about 
these incidents is given below. 

1 person 
died after 

drowning in 
Yamuna 

river. 

 May 
2020 

Yamuna  On May 02, 2020, a youth of village 
Bhairabankipur, Sonipat died due to drowning in 
Yamuna. The young had gone to bathe in Yamuna 
with his companions. The dead body was found 
about after one and half hour and last rites were 

1 person 
die after 

drowning in 
Yamuna 



done without conducting a post-mortem. 
https://www.amarujala.com/haryana/sonipat/youth
-drowned-in-yamuna-due-to-drowning-family-
cremated-sonipat-news-rtk5533333105  (02 May 
2020)  

 July 
2020 

Yamuna  2 teenagers die in sand mine pits While local 
media has not highlighted the reason clearly, 
Google earth images revealed area was indeed 
mined deeply.  
 
Two teenagers of Malikpur village drowned in the 
Yamuna near Mimarpur village of Sonepat district 
around 11:30 pm on July 26 (Sunday). The divers 
fished out the bodies of the deceased identified as 
Sahil and Ashish, alias Ashu, of Malikpur village.  
According to information, four friends Sahil, Ashish, 
Praveen and Sanyam, all Class XII students and 
aged 17, went for a bath in the Yamuna at 
Mimarpur ghat. As the two of the youths started 
drowning, others started crying. 
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/haryana/2-
drown-in-yamuna-in-sonepat-district-118336  (27 
July 2020)  
 
As per another report, two students were rescued 
with the help of local people, but two died. After the 
information, the divers took out the dead bodies of 
both the students from Yamuna. When the four 
started bathing in Yamuna, they got trapped in the 
vortex built in Yamuna. 
https://hindi.news18.com/news/haryana/sonipat-
four-youths-drown-in-yamuna-river-in-sonipat-
hrrm-3187552.html  (27 July 2020) Earlier on 5 
August 2018, four kids in the same area had died 
due to drowning in Yamuna. 
https://www.bhaskar.com/local/haryana/sonipat/rai
/news/four-friends-went-to-play-2-died-due-to-
drowning-in-yamuna-12-year-olds-saved-a-young-
man-playing-on-his-life-127555560.html  (27 July 
2020)  

2 teens 
drown in 

sand mining 
pits 

Palwal Feb. 
2020 

Yamuna  Smugglers try to run over mining staff A case 
has been filed against seven persons in this 
incident from Palwal district related to sand mining. 
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/sand-
smugglers-try-to-run-over-mining-dept-staff-47198  
(25 Feb. 2020)  

Attack on 
mining staff 

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Haryana in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll After Uttar Pradesh, the state of Haryana has witnessed most sand mining 
deaths in past two years. Overall 19 people have died in sand mining related incidents in the state. 
Out of this 15 deaths were due to drowning in sand mining pits including 11 children and teens 
and 4 adults. 3 persons have died in road accidents caused by sand mining vehicles and 1 youth 
was killed in brawl with dumper drivers. 
 
There could be more deaths in road accidents and drowning uncovered or untraced in local media 
reports. Similarly, there are few reports on drowning not revealing the exact causes however, the 



Yamuna river has turned seasonal in upper segment flowing with shallow water level most of the 
time in a year. Moreover this stretch is under excessive riverbed mining and probabilities of sand 
pits leading to these deaths cannot be ruled out.  
  
In addition to this, there have been several drowning deaths in sand mining pits of Yamuna river 
before 2019 both in UP and Haryana has not been counted. Nevertheless in past two years, 47 
villagers have died in sand pits in the river. Out of which 43 are young and teenager village children. 
 
Threats and Attacks   Reports show there have been 8 incidents of threats and attacks on 
villagers, government officials in the state. The incidents of Panchukula are alarming where police 
team has faced attacks by illegal miners in October 2019 and reportedly by agitating villagers in 
first week of November 2020. 
The recent incident of Rattewali particularly highlights the severe lack of sand governance in the 
state. The villagers have been protesting against excessive mining in Rattewali river leading to 
groundwater decline and deaths of cattle. However, the administration is adamant on allowing 
more mining there. Ultimately, the clash between villagers and farmers have led to injuries of about 
21 police personnel which is highest for a single incident in North India. Sadly, even after this, the 
villagers are facing administrative actions for opposing unsustainable mining in their river.    
 
Similarly, the villagers of Yamuna Nagar and Panipat have been facing attacks, threats and hostile 
administration for opposing illegal mining in Yamuna river for past two years. A local reporter in 
Panipat also faced false charges against him by police for highlighting illegal mining impacts. The 
regular media is afraid of publishing reports and the independent ones have been silenced by the 
threats.  
 
Also there have been several incidents in Haryana and UP where rival mining groups have resort 
to open firing at each other which could potentially lead to death of innocent villagers as well as 
miners in the state.  
 

 

Uttarakhand  

District Month
/ Year 

River Detail Remark 

Haridwar Jan. 
2019 

Ganga Teen involved in illegal mining drown to death 
The illegal mining business was in full swing in the 
Bhikkampur and Pathari police station area of Luxor, 
Roorki. On Thursday (Jan. 10) morning too, many 
mining businessmen were mining in the Ganges 
near Bhogpur and filling mineral materials in their 
tractors and trolleys. Meanwhile, someone got 
information that the police team was reaching there 
to raid the illegal mining.  
 
As soon as information was received, people ran 
with their vehicles. In this stampede the driver of a 
tractor lost control over his vehicle and the tractor 
overturned in the Ganges water. While the driver 
managed to jump off the vehicle, Anuj (15) a resident 
of Sherpur Kundi police station, was buried under it. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/roorki/st
ory-15-years-of-teenage-death-due-to-falling-in-
tractor-ganga-2354928.html  (10 Jan. 2019)  
 

1 
teen died 
in sand 

pit. 



 Jan. 
2019 

Bangang
a 

Youth drown Anoop alias Kukki a 17 year old 
student studying in class 11 was drown in a sand 
mine pit on Jan. 10 when a tractor he was riding 
overturned in Bangana river.  The student was a 
resident of Sherpur Kundi only son in the family of 
three girl siblings. Due to the poor economic 
condition, he used to work in mining quarry in after 
school hours. The father of the deceased teenager 
was working as a labourer in farming and mining. 
 
Excessive mining in Banganga had created deep 
pits in riverbed. Two years ago, two brothers, Rahul 
(16) and Vikas (19) resident of Kundi had died after 
falling in sand mine pits. On March 29, 2018 another 
teenager Kishore from Katarpur had died after hit by 
mining vehicle. In 2017, there was a dispute 
between two groups over illegal mining and the 
brawl also led to death of a young man who was 
beaten to death on the spot with sticks.  
 
There was a complete ban on mining in the Haridwar 
tehsil and there was no mining lease holder in 
Banganga. Despite this, illegal mining was going on 
indiscriminately creating deep pits in in adjoining 
villages of Katarpur, Bishanpur, Kundi, Ranimajra, 
Sahpur, Badshahpur, Chandpur, Bhogpur, 
Bhuvapur, Chamrawal, Dhariwala, Sherpur Kundi, 
etc.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/haridwa
r/story-the-only-brother-of-three-sisters-in-the-pit-
of-mining-2355772.html  (10 Jan. 2019)  
 

Since 
2017, five 
persons 

have died 
due to 
illegal 

mining in 
Banganga 

river of 
these 3 

are 
caused by 
drowing in 
sand mine 
pits and 1 
by road 

accidents 
and 1 by 
violence. 

 
1 teen has 

died in 
Jan. 2019 
which is 
counted 

here. 

 April 
2019 

Bangang
a 

1 dead under mining debris As per the report 
villages in Bhikkampur and Raisi Chowki area of 
Luxor in Roorki were mining infested. On April 19, 
morning, two brothers, resident of Kabulpuri 
Raighati, had gone to Banganga river near 
Harsiwala village with tractor-trolley to conduct 
mining. While they were conducting mining a hollow 
mud bank collapsed burying one of them. Nearby 
villagers hurried to rescue but by then the 32 years 
old youth had died.   
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/roorki/st
ory-the-death-of-the-young-man-by-pressing-into-
the-debris-during-mining-2496845.html  (20 April 
2019) 

1 person 
died in 
mine 

collapse 
accident 

 May 
2020 

Ganga 
Canal 

Miners tried to mow down revenue official The 
illegal sand miners tried to mow down Anil Gupta a 
revenue official in Gangnahar Kotwali area when the 
official was inspecting the site after receiving illegal 
mining complaints. The team tried to chase them but 
the miners left the vehicle and ran away. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/roorki/st
ory-tractor-driver-tries-to-crush-writer-2513855.html  
(02 May 2019)  

Attack on 
revenue 
official 



 June 
2019 

Ganga Farmers attacked for objecting to illegal mining 
A family farmers including Ilamchand his brother 
Bhopal and Bhopal’s on Sushil all resident of 
Dargahpur were attacked by sand mafia with sharp 
weapons on the night of June 27 when they objected 
to illegal mining in their field along Ganga river which 
they said was affecting their crops. When nearby 
villagers rushed to the spot, the miners ran away 
with their vehicles while firing in the air. All three 
villagers were grievously injured in the attack. They 
had already sought help from Raisi police but in vain.   
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/roorki/st
ory-allegations-of-air-firing-on-mining-traders-
2596729.html  (28 June 2019) 

3 farmers 
injured by 

sand 
mafia 

 Aug. 
2019 

Bangang
a 

Roorki Youth stabbed Anil a resident of Alavalpur 
village was attacked with knife by three persons of 
same village on July 30, 2019. The attackers 
believed that Anil had been complaining to police 
against them for carrying mining illegally in 
Banganga river. The area is under Sultanpur police 
in Luxor. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/roorki/st
ory-young-man-stabbed-on-suspicion-of-mining-
complaint-2668503.html  (03 Aug. 2019)  
 

1 person 
sustained 
stabbing 

Pauri  April 
2019 

Malan  Forest team attacked by sand mafia A team of 
forest guard was attacked by sand mafia on April 07, 
when they were inspecting Malan river area 
following complaints of illegal mining. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/kotdwar
/story-crime-2480401.html  (08 April 2019)  
 

Attack on 
forest 
team 

 April 
2019 

Khoh, 
Khusaro, 
Telisrot 
rivers 

Reckless driving endangering lives The local 
people complained against reckless driving by 
vehicles involved in mining activities in the area. 
They feared of major road accident if administration 
fail to take action. The report also says a youth was 
killed in March 01, 2019 after hit by a mining 
vehicles. As per the report the Khoh, Khusaro, 
Telisrot rivers were facing excessive riverbed mining 
activities. The nonstop movement of hundreds of 
mining vehicle on daily basis had also damaged the 
roads in the area. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/kotdwar
/story-risks-on-life-with-high-speed-tractor-trolley-
2491265.html  (16 April 2019)  

1 youth 
killed in  
accident 

by mining 
vehicle 

 Feb. 
2020 

Malan Kotdwar Ex-Army man attacked by sand mafia 
Neeraj Negi a retired army man was attacked and 
his car was damaged by illegal sand miners on Feb. 
6. He had complaint against a group involved in 
illegal mining in Malan river on Feb. 04. 
https://www.amarujala.com/uttarakhand/kotdwar/att
ack-on-the-chairman-of-kanva-yoga-committee-
case-registered-kotdwar-news-drn3352495200  (06 
Feb. 2020) As per Feb. 17, report, the administration 

1  Ex-
army man 
threatened 



had taken no action against the attackers. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/kotdwar
/story-furious-over-attackers-not-being-arrested-
3031357.html  (17 Feb. 2020)  

 May 
2020 

 Reporter attacked Rajiv Gaur a reporter with a local 
news channel was severely injured when he was 
attacked by sand mafia for covering illegal mining in 
the rivers of Kotdwar. The mafia even opened fire at 
him but he escape the assault. The administration 
had also filed cases against him. It is learnt that his 
arrest was put off after intervention by Supreme 
Court. https://parvatjan.com/uttarakhand-news-
uttarakhand-journalist-police  (30 May 2020)  

1 reporter, 
1 activist 
attacked  

 July 
2020 

Khoh 2 kids died in mining pit In a tragic incident, two 
kids from poor families have died after falling into 
deep illegal sand mine pits in Khoh river, Kotdwar on 
July 12, 2020. The state govt has been promoting 
large scale riverbed mining in the state under river 
training policy. The riverbed are being dug in 
unsustainable manner. The report says dug up 
minerals have to be put along the banks but govt is 
selling it off. This is totally avoidable disaster made 
to happen. 
https://www.loksanhita.com/uttarakhand/kotdwar-
two-innocent-children-drowned-in-khoh-river-due-
to-drowning/  (12 July 2020) Following the incident 
Kotdwar people again pleaded administration to put 
a halt on riverbed minerals storage activities in 
village area during night hours as it was creating 
huge noise pollution. http://brightpost.in/rural-
unhappy-with-the-movement-of-tractors-and-
dumpers-in-storage-contrary-to-the-standards-
made-in-the-middle-of-the-village/  (18 July 2020) 
Excessive riverbed mining activities have been 
affecting people and water sources in Kotdwar for 
long. https://dainikjayantnews.com/overload-
damparo-sai-sadke-wa-peyjal-line/   (10 July 2020) 

2 kids 
drown to 
death in 
illegal 
mining 

pits. 

 Oct. 
2020 

Khusaro Tahsildar attacked This report says a Tahsildar 
was attacked by illegal miners when he was 
conducting a raid on the night of Oct. 11. As per the 
report there have been similar attacks on three 
forest rangers in past and the forest team has faced 
several violent attacks by illegal riverbed miners in 
the state. In absence of strong actions by the govt 
such attacks are increasing gradually.  
https://hindi.news18.com/photogallery/uttarakhand/
pauri-garhwal-who-is-protecting-mining-mafia-in-
kotdwar-stone-pelting-on-tehsildar-raises-question-
again-ukrd-3301773.html  (18 Oct. 2020) 
https://mirroruttarakhand.com/news-latest-
uttarakhand-news-mining-mafia-attacked-a-
tehsildar-in-kotdwar-area-of-uttarakhand/ (12 Oct. 
2020)   

Govt 
officials 
attacked  



Udham 
Singh 
Nagar 

April 
2019 

 Forest team attacked A team of forest guard was 
attacked by illegal miners on April 27. The attackers 
managed to flee away with sand laden truck. 4 forest 
guard were reportedly injured in the attack.   
https://khabaruttarakhand.com/terror-of-mining-
mafia-in-uttrakhand-attacked-on-team-took-away-
trucks/  (28 April 2019)  

Attack on 
forest 
team  

 May 
2019 

Sidkul  Miners tried to run vehicle on farmer Deepankar 
Roy a local resident faced attack by illegal miners 
when he objected to passing of mining vehicles 
through his fields. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/rudrapu
r/story-mining-mafia-accused-of-crushing-farmer-
2537556.html   (19 May 2019)  

Citizen 
attacked 

by miners 

 Sept. 
2019 

Kosi Farmer beaten by illegal miners Gopal Singh a 
resident of Jagatpur village was attacked by illegal 
miners on Sept. 16 morning when the victim was on 
a morning walk.  The attackers reportedly broke one 
hand of the Gopal and took away his mobile phone 
also. The victim registered a police case claiming 
that the attack was in response of his complaints 
against illegal mining in Kosi river in July 2019.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/kashipu
r/story-farmer-s-hand-broke-over-mining-complaint-
2751311.html   (17 Sept. 2019)  
 

1 farmer 
injured in 
attack by 

illegal 
miners 

Dehradu
n 

Nov. 
2019 

Yamuna  Mining mafia ran vehicle over policeman The 
tractor-trolley rider and owner attempted to crush the 
soldier when he stopped a tractor-trolley loaded with 
riverbed minerals in Dhakrani village in Vikas Nagar, 
Dehradun. Two persons involved in the deliberate 
attack escaped from the spot along with the vehicle. 
The soldier was seriously injured in the accident. 
According to the information, two policemen were on 
patrol at village Dhakrani, stationed at Kotwali at 4 
am in morning of Nov. 15 when they saw an illegal 
mining tractor-trolley coming from Yamuna Ghat and 
tried to stop it. 
https://www.amarujala.com/dehradun/uttarakhand-
mining-mafia-climbed-tractor-trolley-on-police-
constable  (16 Nov. 2019)  

1 
policeman 
severely 
injured 

 July 
2020 

Chandra 
Bhaga 

Rishikesh: Forest team attacked A team of forest 
guards who went to take action against illegal mining 
in Chandrabhaga river faced attack on July 8 night 
by illegal sand miners with stones. They also tried to 
rob the weapon while threatening to kill them. Forest 
staffer somehow escaped and informed the Range 
Office about the incident. The Forest Beat officer 
then made a written complaint to the police in the 
case. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/rishikes
h/story-attack-on-forest-workers-who-stopped-
illegal-mining-3337660.html  (09 July 2020)  

Forest 
team 

attacked 

Nainital  Feb. 
2020 

Kosi Elderly mowed down by mining dumper Pan 
Singh (65) a retired Air Force personnel living in 

2 persons 
died 



Binsar Colony on was crushed to death by a sand 
mining dumper on Feb. 13, in Jassaganja area of 
Ramngar when he was returning with his daughter 
in law on a scooter. His daughter in law also bore 
severe injuries in the accident.   
 
The report says that two months ago a girl student 
was crushed by a sand laden dumper in 
Jassaganza. Agitated locals had set two dumpers 
on fire and pelted stone on police team after the 
incident. The dumpers were carrying riverbed 
minerals from Kosi river. Local had requested 
administration to ban plying of dumper on village 
roads at that time too.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/uttarakhand/ramnag
ar/story-uncontrollable-dumper-in-ramnagar-
thrashed-the-scooter-rider-3023112.html  (13 Feb. 
2020)  

including 1 
Ex-air 
force 

person 
and 1 girl 
student 
killed in 

accident. 
1 Woman 
severely 
injured 

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Uttarakhand in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll The media reports show that 7 persons had died in illegal sand mining related 
activities in the Uttarakhand state since January 2019 so far. This includes drowning of 3 children 
in deep sand mine pits in Khoh river Kotdwar, Banganga river Roorki. 3 persons including 1 ex air 
force official, 1 girl student and 1 person have died in road accidents by sand vehicles and mine 
collapse incident has killed 1 person in the state during this period.   
 
Notably the excessive mining in Banganga river in Roorki area despite a ban has caused deaths 
of 5 persons including 4 teens since 2017. Of these 3 deaths are due to drowning in sand mining 
pits and one each as a result of road accident and violence. Death of 1 teenager due to drowning 
in river has been reported in January 2019 which is counted in this analysis. 
  
Threats and Attacks   The state has also seen 15 incidents of threats and attacks on villagers, 
reporters and government officials particularly forest guards in past two years. The violent attack 
on local reporter Rajiv Gaur in May 2020 is worth mentioning. The reporter has been exposing the 
illegal mining in Kotdwar rivers for long time which forced administration to take some actions. 
This has also infuriated the miners who resort to launch a brutal attack on the reporter injuring him 
and his colleague severely.  
 

 

Punjab  

District Month/  
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Ludhiana  Oct. 
2019 

 Farmer, uncle thrashed A group of people allegedly 
involved in illegal sand mining thrashed a farmer and 
his uncle at Butahari village. Farmer Balwinder Singh 
(45) alleged that a group of persons were stealing sand 
near his fields. He alleged that the accused used to 
pass their vehicles from his agriculture land. He tried 
to stop him several times. 
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/ludhiana/farmer-
uncle-thrashed-by-group-involved-in-sand-
mining/840965.html  (1 Oct. 2019)  

Farmer 
attacked 

Amritsar  Oct. 
2019 

Ravi <iframe width="473" height="315" 
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/QPYA50gz2rA" 

MLA 
attacked 



frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; 
encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture" 
allowfullscreen></iframe> 
Illegal miners attack Ex MLA in Anjala A 
considerable chunk of the Ravi embankment has been 
eroding fast in Ajnala due to rampant illegal sand 
mining that can wreak havoc in nearby villages. Former 
Ajnala MLA Amarpal Singh Bony, along with his 
supporters, took a tour of interior areas of border 
village Ballarwal in Ajnala sector where he came 
across five to six gorges dug around 40-50 feet deep 
by mafia, allegedly in connivance with politicians and 
police. According to information, a group of people 
allegedly hurled abuses at Bony and his supporters 
and also pelted them with stones, smashing 
windowpanes of their cars. 
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/illegal-miners-
attack-ex-mla-in-ajnala/845904.html   (12 Oct. 2019)  
 

Ropar  Dec. 
2019 

Swan 8 people died in sand pits in Swan since 2013 Illegal 
mining, which has been playing havoc with the 
underground water level in the area, on Dec. 25 
claimed the life of 2 youths when their tipper fell into a 
50-ft-deep pit in the Swan river near Bhalan village. 
The pit was dug as a result of illegal mining operations.  
The police said Satnam, a tipper driver, was working at 
a stone crusher. He was going to get raw material early 
morning when his vehicle while crossing the riverbed 
fell into the pit that was filled with water. Local residents 
claim dozens of sand excavating machines remain 
operational at the site throughout the night, lifting sand 
and gravel on hundreds of tippers daily.  
 
This is not the first time that the illegal operations have 
claimed lives in the area. A resident of Bhalan village, 
identified as Kewal Krishan, had drowned on October 
6, when he had gone to the river with his cattle. Kewal 
Krishan used to take cattle to the river every day and 
he had no idea that the mining mafia had created a big 
crater after lifting sand from the spot and he fell into the 
water-filled pit. 
 
Earlier on April 18, two youths from Haryana had 
drowned in the same river. The deceased, Shiva of 
Kaithal and Shokeen of Panipat, who used to sell 
blankets in surrounding villages, had entered the river 
to take a bath in the afternoon and fell into a pit left 
after deep digging by the mining mafia. On June 9, 
2014, a tipper driver, identified as Surjit Singh, 
drowned in the river under similar circumstances when 
his vehicle fell into the Swan. Before that in 2013, two 
brothers of Dulgran village had died of drowning at a 
mining site at Bela Shiv Singh. 
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/punjab/two-killed-

8 
drowning 
death in 
Swan 
river 

sand pits 
since 

2013. Of 
these 5 
deaths  

occurred 
in 2019. 



as-tipper-falls-into-pit-dug-up-by-mining-mafia-17006  
(26 Dec. 2019)  

SBS 
Nagar 

May 
2020 

Sutlej  CBI probe sought in former scribe murder case 
SAD leader and former MP Prem Singh Chandumajra 
demanded that the CBI probe the murder case of 
reporter Sanpreet Singh Mangat, alleging that the 
mining mafia was behind the murder. SBS Nagar 
police officials said the involvement of the mafia had 
not been established. The former scribe, who hails 
from Rahon, was found dead on the Rahon-Machiwara 
road on May 11. He was stabbed to death the previous 
night.  Police had arrested 6 people saying that it was 
a robbery case. 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/chandigarh/punjab-
police-arrest-six-for-former-journalist-sanpreet-
mangat-s-murder/story-
okoMMizqJymD9xOWopOWZL.html  (23 May 2020) 
 

Illegal 
mining 

assumed 
reason 

behind a 
reporter 
murder. 
(This is 

excluded 
in death 

toll 
summary 

table.) 

Ferozepur  July 
2020 

 2 kids drown in sand pits In a mishap, two boys 
drowned in a sand pit on the outskirts of Megha 
Mahatam village in Guruharsahai subdivision on 
Wednesday (July 29) night. As per information, Gurlal 
Singh (7), and Guljar Singh (5), were playing near a 
sand pit where rainwater had got accumulated. The 
duo slipped and drowned in the sand pit, which was 
being illegally operated. 
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/punjab/two-kids-
drown-in-ferozepur-village-120167     (31 July 2020) 
 

2 kids 
die in 

sand pits 

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Punjab in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll In Punjab 7 people including two kids have drown to death in sand mining 
pits since Jan. 2019 so far. There have been 2 incidents of violent attacks on a farmer and on an 
MLA. Illegal mining is also suspected causing murder of a reporter which has not been proven 
as yet. As per a report, 8 persons have died after falling in deep sand mining pits in Swan river 
in Bhalan village area in Ropar since 2013. Of these 5 deaths have taken place in the year of 
2019 itself.   
 

 

Himachal Pradesh 

District  Month/ 
Year   

River Detail  Remark 

 
Una  

July 
2019 

Swan Miners from Punjab ‘threaten’ Una police A 
police team, led by Haroli DSP Dhan Raj 
Singh, was allegedly threatened by illegal 
miners from Punjab on July 10 night on the 
Swan riverbed near Santoshgarh where the 
police had gone to check the illegal mining. In 
a complaint to the Una SP, the DSP alleged 
that the miners were supported by a Punjab 
Police party, which was seen on the spot along 
with their official 
vehicle.https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/ar

HP 
Police 

officials 
threatened 

by miners in 
bordering 

Una district 



chive/himachal/miners-from-punjab-threaten-
una-police-800256  (11 July 2019) 
 

 
Palampur 

July 
2019 

Awa 
Khad 

Govt official attacked The SDM Palampur 
was reportedly attacked by a truck driver in 
Dattal village when a vehicle without number 
plate was stopped for inspection. This is 
suspected to be related to illegal mining. The 
vehicle of the SDM was 
damaged. https://himachal.punjabkesari.in/hi
machal-pradesh/news/tipper-driver-attack-on-
sdm-palampur-1053344  (12 Sept. 2019) 
 

SDM 
attacked 

Solan March 
2020 

Bhated Reporter threatened A reporter was 
threatened by mining mafia in police presence 
for covering illegal mining in Kotla 
area. https://bit.ly/34ZoWia  (1 March 2020)  
 

1 
reporter 

threatened 

Kinnaur  March 
2020 

Bhaba 5 held for beating cops 5 persons, including 
a woman, were arrested for beating policemen 
who had tried to stop them from mining sand 
illegally during lockdown. A police team found 
Phool Devi, Sahil, Shekhar, Ashok and Satish 
were mining sand in Katgaon area and tried to 
stop them. But the 5 attacked the policemen 
with shovels, sticks and stones. Three 
policemen were injured. The accused then fled 
but were later arrested and booked under 
various charges including for injuring public 
servants and disobeying the curfew 
order. https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscr
oll/woman-among-five-held-for-beating-cops-
during-curfew-in-himachal/1782414  (27 
March 2020) 
 

3 
policemen 

injured 

Sirmaur  May 
2020 

Yamuna  Forest guard injured by illegal miners On 
May 19, sand mafia escaped to Uttarakhand 
after severely injuring 2 forest guards for 
acting on illegal riverbed mining in Yamuna 
river near Paonta Sahib. 
https://www.amarujala.com/shimla/crime/fore
st-guard-attacked-while-stopping-illegal-
mining-badly-injured  (19 May 2020) 
 

1 
forest guard 

injured 

Sirmaur May 
2020 

Yamuna  On May 29 a woman range officer was held 
captive for several hours by illegal sand 
miners when she reached the Dhoula Tapad 
area in Poanta bordering Uttarakhand to stop 
illegal riverbed mining in river Yamuna.   
https://twitter.com/Indian_Rivers/status/126
6632834560806912?s=20   (19 May 2020)  
 

1 
woman 
official 
held  

captive 

Threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Himachal Pradesh in 2019-20. 
Threats and Attacks In Himachal Pradesh 4 persons including 3 policemen and 1 forest guard 
have been injured while taking actions illegal sand mining activities in past two years. There were 



four incidents where police team including a woman official and a reporter was threatened by 
illegal miners.  These are based on the media reports we could come to know and there could 
be more such incidents. 
 

 

Death toll in North India due to Illegal Sand Mining in 2019-20. 

State Drowning 
in sand 

pits 

Mine 
collapse  

Road 
accidents 

 

Killing of 
Citizens/ 
Villagers/ 
Farmers  

Killing of 
Reporters/ 
Activists  

Killing of 
Govt. 

officials 

Killing in 
Gang-war/ 
Encounter/ 
Infighting   

Total 

Uttar 
Pradesh  

35 2 12 5 1 5 2 62 

Haryana 15 NA 3 1 NA NA NA 19 

Uttarakhand 3 1 3 NA NA NA NA 7 

Punjab 7 NA NA NA NA NA NA 7 

Total 60 3 18 6 1 5 2 95 

 

Threats, Attacks in North India by sand miners 2019-20 

 
State 

Threats  Attacks   Total  

Citizens 
including 
villagers, 
farmers  

Activists/ 
Reporters  

Govt 
officials  
(Mining, 

Revenue, 
Police 
Forest)  

Citizens 
including 
villagers, 
farmers  

Activists/ 
Reporters  

Govt 
officials  
(Mining, 

Revenue, 
Police 
Forest)  

Uttar Pradesh  1 NA NA 6 1 9 17 

Uttarakhand 2 NA NA 5 2 6 15 
Haryana 3 1 NA 1 NA 3 8 
Himachal  NA 1 2 NA NA 3 6 
Punjab NA NA NA 2 NA NA 2 
Total 6 2 2 14 3 20 48 

 

Summary:- In five states of North India, 95 persons have died due to illegal sand mining 
activities in past two years. Of these highest 60 deaths are due to drowning in sand mining pits 
followed by 18 due to road accidents involving sand transportation. 50 of the drowning deaths 
have taken place in UP (35) and Haryana (15) only.  

Sadly, 48 of total drowning deaths are of young and teenager villagers who unaware of deep 
pits, ventured into the river to have a bathe and got slipped into these pits leading to their 
deaths. The excessive mining has turned Yamuna, Swan, Banganga and Khoh rivers into a 
death trap for kids.  

Similarly, in this period 6 villagers, 5 government officials and 1 reporter have been killed for 
opposing, exposing and tacking actions against illegal miners in the region. The mine collapse 
has killed 3 persons while 2 have been killed in infighting and encounter.  

Additionally available reports show that there have been 48 incidents of violent attacks and 
threats on government officials (22), villagers (20) reporters and activists (5).  

WEST & CENTRAL INDIA  



The West and Central India zones includes the state of Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra.   

Rajasthan  

District Month/ 
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Sawai 
Madhop
ur 

Feb. 
2019 

 Sarpanch beaten to death  In the second week of 
Feb. 2019, Raghuvir Meena, sarpanch of Hathroli 
village in was killed allegedly by people involved in 
illegal sand mining. The sarpanch had accompanied 
police personnel and mining department officials to 
conduct a raid at Hindpura village, where contractors 
and labourers involved in illegal mining attacked the 
team. https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/rajasthan-
sarpanch-who-had-gone-to-raid-illegal-sand-mining-
beaten-to-death-1171049-2018-02-16  (17 Feb. 2019) 

1  
Villager 

beaten to 
death  

Bundi  March 
2019 

Chambal  4 labourers killed Four labourers, including a woman 
died after a sand dune collapsed on them during illegal 
sand mining operations in Bundi district. The incident 
occurred in Chambal Crocodile Sanctuary near 
Sunagar village on March 26 evening said Abhishek 
Pareek, SHO, Keshoraipatan Police Station. The 
deceased were identified as Ramkumar Bairwa, 
Suresh Bairwa, Dhankanwar Bairwa and Mahavir 
Dhobi, all residents of Chandrasel village. The police 
lodged a case of culpable homicide against the 
contractor, identified as Pappu Gujjar, who had 
employed the labourers for the illegal operation, the 
officer added. 
http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2019/mar/2
7/four-labourers-killed-during-illegal-sand-mining-
operations-in-bundi-1956638.html (27 March 2019) 
 

4 sand 
workers 

died in mine 
collapse  

Jaipur June 
2019 

 Illegal sand truck mowed down one A 65-year-old 
man, identified as Kishore Singh Juliasar was mowed 
down by a truck allegedly involved illegal transport of 
gravel in Kardhani area of the city on June 12. Kishore 
was the president of Ganga Vihar Colony. He had 
stopped the truck when it entered the colony. The 
driver issued a threat and left. He returned after 
delivering gravel. Kishore tried to stop it again. The 
driver allegedly mowed him down. He died on the 
spot. The incident infuriated the colony residents who 
said that the transport of illegal gravel in trucks was a 
common sight in the area. The trucks were escorted 
by other vehicles including an SUV. They alleged 
gravel mafia was involved and the police was not 
taking any action in the matter despite repeated 
complaints. https://www.pinkcitypost.com/truck-
involved-in-illegal-transport-of-gravel-mows-down-
ganga-vihar-colony-president-in-kardhani/  (13 June 
2019)  
 

1 citizen 
killed by 

sand 
vehicle 
driver 

deliberately  



Dholpur Aug. 
2019 

Chambal  2 killed in police encounter Two persons were killed 
and five others, including a policeman, were injured in 
an exchange of fire between sand mafia and police on 
Aug. 30, said IG Police, Laxman Gaur.  
 
“The SHO of Basai Dang police station after receiving 
information of movement of sand mafia in the area 
attempted to nab them. An exchange of fire took place 
between the two in which two sand mafia men lost 
their lives while five of them were injured. One 
policeman too sustained bullet injuries in the incident,” 
Gaur told reporters. 
https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/rajastha
n-2-killed-policeman-injured-in-police-encounter-with-
sand-mafia/480051  (31 Aug. 2019)  
 

2 sand 
mafia killed 
by police in 

an 
encounter. 

1 cop 
injured. 

Jhalawar June 
2020 

Ahu 2 workers die in mishap The workers who went to 
the illegal sandy mining in the Ahu river located in 
Dhaturia, the gram panchayat of the Dag Panchayat 
Samiti of Jhalawar, were buried under sand pile. Two 
labourers Bhagwan Lal and Guddi Bai died in the 
accident, while another one Kamal was seriously 
injured. Following incident, the miners tried to flee 
away from the spot and in the hurry another sand 
laden vehicle overturned in the river. 
  
The water bodies including the Kalisindh river, Ahu 
river and other rural rivers in district, are ruled by 
gravel mafias and administration has failed to stop 
illegal mining. Excessive mining by mafia is created 
deep pits in rivers bed which get flooded during 
monsoon and leads to mishaps. Despite the ban, the 
gravel are being extracted and sold openly at arbitrary 
prices. 
https://www.sanjeevnitoday.com/state/rajasthan-
illegal-sand-mining-took-away-two-lives-one-in-
critical-condition/20200608/360998  (08 June 2020)  
 

2 sand 
workers die 

in mine 
collapse  

Bhilwara June 
2020 

 Sand tractor runs over SDM’s driver In a shocking 
incident the sand mafia mowed down the driver of a 
local SDM who was chasing a tractor loaded with 
illegal mined sand in broad daylight. 
 
The driver identified as Kuldeep was rushed to 
Jahajpur Hospital, but doctors there pronounced him 
dead. Jahajpur police station arrested the tractor 
owner Manraj Meena and driver Rakesh Meghwanshi. 
The driver was a resident of Jakhara in Rehni tehsil of 
Alwar district, the police said. He was appointed as 
SDM’s driver barely 10 days ago. 
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/jun/1
0/tractor-with-illegally-mined-sand-runs-over-sdms-
driver-2154644.html  (10 June 2020)  
 

1  
Govt official 

killed by 
mining 
vehicle  



Alwar July 
2020 

 Forest guard mowed down by mafia in Sariska A 
forest home guard was mowed down by a tractor 
belonging to suspected mining mafia inside Sariska 
Tiger Reserve (STR) on Sunday (July 26) after he 
attempted to stop them along with his colleague. The 
guard was rushed to a hospital where he succumbed 
to injuries.  
 
This is not the first time that forest officials were 
attacked inside STR. The reserve is spread across 
1,281 sqkm area and is divided into six ranges. There 
are just 108 forest guards, which is far less than its 
sanctioned strength of 132. Moreover, with the 
menace of frequent attacks in Sariska, unarmed forest 
guards often struggle to protect the area. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/jaipur/forest-
guard-mowed-down-by-mining-mafia-in-
sariska/articleshow/77188260.cms  (27 July 2020) 
NGT on Aug. 11 expressed concern over mowing 
down of a forest home guard by alleged mining mafia 
in STR and directed the Centre and the Rajasthan 
government to ensure ban on the excavation of minor 
minerals. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/delhi/ngt-
expresses-concern-over-mowing-down-of-forest-
home-guard-in-sariska-asks-for-ban-on-
mining/articleshow/77483061.cms   (11 Aug. 2020) 
 

1 forest 
guard killed 

by illegal 
miners  

Baran July 
2020 

Parvati 2 labours buried under sand mound  During the 
illegal mining near the Gugor fort in Parvati river, two 
youths Ravi (22) and Sonu (19) died due to the 
collapse of sand mound on them. Following incident 
the family members and villagers staged a protest 
demanding action against the accused. The relatives 
of the deceased told that the mining mafia was mining 
the river on daily basis without any fear. 
https://firstindianews.com/news/2-youths-died-due-
to-being-buried-under-sand-1188832755  (31 July 
2020) 
 

2 sand 
workers die 

in mine 
collapse  

 Aug. 
2020 

Parvati 12 labours buried under sand heap, 3 body found 
A major accident occurred during the ongoing illegal 
mining in Baran district when suddenly the sand bar 
collapsed burying 12 labours on the spot. Later 3 dead 
bodies were recovered by villagers. The incident 
occurred during illegal gravel mining near Parvati river 
near Atru town. The death toll was estimated to go up. 
Villagers said it was not first such incident in the area 
and illegal mining was unabated despite restriction by 
police. 
https://hindi.asianetnews.com/rajasthan/rajasthan-
baran-sand-mine-collapsed-during-3-labours-died-
kpr-qfd0a2  (20 Aug. 2020)     
 

3 sand 
workers 
died  in 
mine 

collapse  



Udaipur  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sept. 
2020 

 Illegal sand mining claims lives On Sept. 3, a trailer 
- loaded with sand and driven fast to escape 
authorities - crushed two to death before it overturned, 
killing two more on Gogunda-Pindwara highway near 
Udaipur. 
 
The driver and cleaner in the truck escaped after the 
accident. In Bharatpur, persons in tractor trolleys, 
carrying sand, fired at cops at three places before 
escaping. In Bhilwara, two factions fought over the 
sand and set a vehicle on fire. 
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/rajasthan-illegal-
sand-mining-claims-lives-leads-to-clashes-and-firing-
at-cops-1718780-2020-09-05  (5 Sep 2020)  
 

4 mowed 
down by 
mining 
vehicle  

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Rajasthan in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll As per the available reports a total 21 people have lost their lives due to illegal 
sand mining in the Rajasthan since Jan. 2019 so far. Of these 11 are the sand workers who died after 
the collapse of sand mines in the state.  The brutal attack by sand mafia has resulted in killing of 4 
persons including one government driver, one forest guard and two civilians. The road accidents 
caused by sand mining vehicles also led to death of 4 villagers while two sand mafia persons were 
killed in police encounter. 
 
The mine collapse incidents include death of 4 labourers near Sunagar village of Bundi district near 
Chambal Crocodile Sanctuary in March 2019. Then 2 sand workers died following collapse of mine 
in Ahu river near Dhaturia village of Jhalawar in June 2020. Again in July 2020, the mine collapse 
near the Gugor fort in Parvati river killed 2 youths in Baran district. In a similar incident in same district, 
12 miners were buried under a sand mound which has reportedly killed 3 of them in August 2020.  
 
Threats and Attacks In two incidents of attack by illegal sand miners a forest guard and one 
policeman has suffered injuries. There could be more reports of road accidents and attacks in local 
media which we have not been able to cover and compile.   
 

 

Gujarat  

District Month/ 
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Chhota 
Udepur 

Jan. 
2019 

Orsang One killed in feud among illegal miners An 
argument over deciding the area for mining in 
the Orsang River near Kanaas village between 
the accused Guman Rathwa and the victim 
Raising Rathwa resulted in a firing and 
Raising’s death in Chhota Udepur on Jan 01 
night. Residents of Khadakwada and Kanaas 
villages had gathered on the riverbed to decide 
over the boundaries for residents of both 
villages. At the end of discussion it was decided 
that the limits shall be decided after proper 
measurement of the area. However, Guman’s 
brothers said that the river comes under their 
area so they would conduct mining activity and 
not the villagers of Kanaas. 
 

1 
Shot 

dead in 
mining 
dispute 



Late in the night, when Raising heard noise of 
sand excavating machine, he and some other 
villagers went towards the riverbed. Raising 
and Guman had arguments. After a heated 
altercation, Guman took out his father’s 
licensed gun and bumped off Raising. When 
Raising’s brother Zabir reached there on 
hearing the gunshot, he got into a scuffle with 
the accused in which both were injured. 
Meanwhile, a villager called an ambulance to 
rush Raising to hospital, but the doctor in the 
ambulance declared him dead. Police sources 
said that none of the sand miners in the two 
villages are leaseholders. Over several years 
villagers have been excavating sand illegally on 
a small scale. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/vadoda
ra/one-killed-in-feud-among-sand-
mafia/articleshow/67355912.cms  (03 Jan. 
2020)  

 July 
2020 

 Mining dept officials attacked Two mining 
department personnel were attacked in Chhota 
Udepur after they tried to stop illegal sand 
mining in the district on July 01 afternoon. This 
was the second such attack on officials trying 
to stop sand mining.  
 
The team went on a patrol after an online 
complaint of illegal sand mining in Fatehpura 
area of Chhota Udepur town was registered 
with them. The team detained a truck loaded 
with sand and the driver was detained after he 
failed to produce the requisite document 
including the royalty pass. As the team returned 
with the truck driver, and seized the truck, some 
15 people gathered around it and began 
unloading the truck. When Savjani intervened 
he was attacked and they drove away with the 
truck. 
https://english.gujaratexclusive.in/mining-dept-
officials-attacked-in-chhota-udepur-for-
stopping-illegal-sand-mining/  (03 July 2020) A 
mining supervisor and a security personnel 
were injured in the attack by around 15 when 
the officials were trying to stop illegal sand 
mining. 
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/gujarat-
mining-supervisor-security-personnel-probing-
illegal-sand-mining-attacked-one-detained-
6487704/  (03 July 2020)  
 

2 
Mining 

dept staff 
injured in 

attack 

Ahmedabad Nov. 
2019 

 Man attacked reporting illegal mining A 43-
year-old man, Mukesh Darbar of Jetalpur, who 
had informed mines and minerals department 
officials about illegal sand mining in Narol, was 

1 
Man 

attacked  



beaten up by Kuldeepsingh Parmar, his brother 
Sanjaysinh Parmar and Devalsinh Parmar. The 
incident took place on Nov. 14 and a complaint 
was lodged on Nov. 15.  
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ahmed
abad/man-attacked-for-telling-officials-about-
illegal-sand-mining-in-
narol/articleshow/72078710.cms  (16 Nov. 
2019)  

 Jan. 
2020 

Sabar
mati 

5 drown in sand mining pits SANDRP annual 
overview for Gujarat documents the death of 5 
people by getting drowned in sand mine pits in 
Sabarmati river in 2019. 
https://sandrp.in/2020/01/03/gujarat-riverbed-
mining-overview-2019-six-people-died-due-to-
illegal-sand-mining/  (3 Jan. 2020)  
 

5 
Died in 
sand 

mine pits  

Kutch July 
2020 

 Mob thrash 5 cops in Kutch A mob of nearly 
125 people launched a massive attack on cops 
from Khavda police station after they detected 
an illegal sand mining racket flourishing near 
Khavda in Kutch district on July 01 (Monday) 
night. 5 policemen were gheraoed and the 
assailants rained blows of sticks and stones on 
them in Juna village close to Khavda. With 
great difficulty, some villagers managed to 
rescue the cops from the furious mob and 
rushed them to the hospital. 
 
Three cops police sub-inspector Yuvrajsinh 
Jadeja, constable Mahipatsinh Vaghela and 
head constable Manek Gadhvi - suffered 
severe head injuries. The condition of Vaghela 
is said to be critical and he had to take 32 
stitches on the head. Gadhvi too had to take 
eight stitches. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/il
legal-sand-mining-mob-of-100-thrash-five-
cops-in-kutch/articleshow/76717895.cms  (01 
July 2020)  

5  
Cops 

injured in 
attack by 

illegal 
miners 

and 
villagers. 

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Gujarat in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll In Gujarat 10 people have lost their lives due to illegal sand mining in the 
state since Jan. 2019. Of 6 deaths, 5 were caused by drowning in sand pits and 1 person was 
shot dead in illegal mining dispute. All the drowning deaths have occurred in Sabarmati river 
around Ahmedabad. 
  
Threats and Attacks Apart from this there were 3 incidents of lethal attacks on government 
officials and villagers by illegal miners injuring 8 people including 5 policemen, 2 mining 
department officials and 1 citizen. The incident of July 2020 is quite scary where 5 policemen 
narrowly escaped a mob lynching by more than 100 armed locals while taking action against 
illegal mining complaints. 

 
 

CENTRAL INDIA  



Madhya Pradesh  

District Month 
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Morena Feb. 
2019 

Chambal Forest ranger had narrow escape The driver 
of a tractor trolley – laden with sand illegally 
mined from the Chambal river – has attempted 
to crush a forest ranger in the vicinity of 
Badokhar village but fled after forest guards 
fired four rounds in the air, Forest Department 
sources said. A tip-off was received on Saturday 
(Feb. 2) regarding approximately two dozen 
such vehicles parked together. Officials 
accompanied by Special Armed Force 
personnel reached the spot and attempted to 
appropriate the tractor trolleys whose drivers 
accelerated the vehicles on seeing the 
authorities. One of the tractor trolleys was 
surrounded and the attempt on Mr RP Raikwar’s 
life followed. https://www.pennews.net/madhya-
pradesh/2019/02/03/forest-ranger-has-narrow-
escape  (3 Feb. 2019)  
 

Attack on 
forest official  

 Nov. 
2019 

Chambal  Sand mafia resort to firing at police In an 
early morning confrontation with sand mafia 
goons, several rounds were fired at police on 
the banks of the Chambal river in Morena on 
Tuesday (Nov. 12) as a team of over 100 
policemen and forest officials tried to waylay 
over one dozen dumpers and tractor trolleys 
carrying illegally mined sand. Police resorted to 
retaliatory firing in which no one was injured. 
 
Later, six people were arrested and around a 
dozen dumpers and tractor trolleys were seized 
from the spot. Taking advantage of the firing, 
several people accompanying the dumpers 
managed to escape from the spot. This is the 
first major action against mafias in the region 
after the change of government in the state in 
December 2018. 
 
Recently, workers of the ruling Congress party 
had staged protests in Morena against their own 
minister alleging that he was providing 
patronage to the sand mining mafia. The 
government has, however, claimed that it has 
changed the state mining policy to stop illegal 
mining and has taken away mining rights from 
Panchayats. 
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/madhya-
pradesh-sand-mafia-6-arrested-dozen-
dumpers-seized-1618134-2019-11-12  (12 Nov. 
2019)    
 

Attack on 
police team  



Bhind Dec. 
2019 

Chambal Mafia shootout leaves 1 dead A man was 
killed on Dec. 25 evening after two rival groups 
of sand mafia opened fire at each other over 
mining rights of a quarry in Bhind district. Locals 
claim that the two gangs had enmity over mining 
rights and storage of sand because of which a 
shootout broke out between the two groups. 
After banning sand mining near river Chambal, 
the administration had allotted several sand 
quarries to private contractors in Bhind. 
However, several illegal sand mining activities 
are underway in the district. These illegal 
quarries often result in rival miners coming face-
to-face over its rights. 
https://www.news18.com/news/india/sand-
mafia-shootout-leaves-one-dead-in-mps-bhind-
2436933.html  (26 Dec. 2019)  
 

1 killed in 
infighting 
over sand 

mining   

Chattarpur March 
2019 

Ken  Section 144 imposed Suspecting violence and 
gangwar in the sand mines of Ken river in 
Bundelkhand, the district administration 
imposed prohibitory orders under section 144 in 
the mine areas. The administration has banned 
use of heavy machines in the mines. 
 
District collector Mohit Bundus issued an order 
prohibiting mining from 9 pm to 7 am. It also 
barred people from carrying arms in the mining 
areas of the district. Besides, the use of heavy 
machines to mine the mineral has been banned. 
The administration swung into action on Feb. 26 
after the leaders of the BJP and Congress 
traded charges of indulging in illegal sand 
mining in Ken river area. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/
suspecting-violence-section-144-imposed-in-
sand-mining-areas-of-
chattarpur/articleshow/68209418.cms (1 March 
2019)  
 

Illegal miners 
having 
political 
linkages 

were 
suspected to 

resort to 
gang war 
over sand 

mining 
authority in 
Ken river.  

Panna May 
2019 

Ken  Congress leader threatens officer Arushi 
Jain, SDM Ajaygarh in Panna district alleged 
that a local Congress leader forcibly freed a 
confiscated sand-laden truck linked to illegal 
sand mining operations in the area. In a letter 
written to the district collector, she also claimed 
a police officer misbehaved with her and 
refused to follow orders. She has asked for 
police protection. 
 
The police have registered cases under 
Sections 353 (assault or criminal force to deter 
public servant from discharge of duty) and 186 
(obstructing public servant in discharge of 
public functions). Ms Jain has frequently 

Woman SDM 
threatened  



confronted illegal sand mining activities and 
confiscated several trucks, including the one 
belonging to the Congress leader. In March, her 
team and she demolished a temporary (and 
illegal) 20-metre-long bridge built by the mafia 
to facilitate the mining and transportation of 
sand. https://www.ndtv.com/india-
news/madhya-pradesh-sand-mining-congress-
leader-took-confiscated-truck-and-threatened-
me-says-sub-divisio-2039445  (18 May 2019)  
 

Barwani June 
2019 

Narmada 5 sand workers buried Five labourers were 
killed when an illegal sand mine caved in on 
June 22 afternoon near Chhota Barda village on 
banks of Narmada river in Barwani district. 
Angry over the illegal mining, father of deceased 
Parasram, Mayaram said, “We will have to pay 
for the folly of a contractor, who is behind this 
illegal mining. I have lost my son and now my 
family will have to face tough situation.”  
 
Following the incident, villagers started protest 
against the incident demanding stern action 
against tractor driver. They even did not allow 
police to take bodies of the labourers for post 
mortem examination. “Mining of sand was being 
done illegally in the area for a long time. We had 
complained against it on several occasion, but 
no concrete action was taken,” said a farmer 
Dayaram Yadav. Collector Tomar said that the 
sand mining was being done illegally on 
government land. Many cases of illegal mining 
and transportation of sand were registered in 
the area and they will continue to take stern 
action against the violators in future too. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/indore/il
legal-sand-mine-caves-in-5-barwani-labourers-
killed/articleshow/69908951.cms  (23 June 
2019) 
 

5 sand 
workers killed 

in mine 
collapse  

Hoshanga
bad 

July 
2019 

 Nayab Tehsildar attacked, 15 held A Nayab 
Tehsildar was attacked allegedly by associates 
of a mafia in Hoshangabad on July 19 night 
while he was on his way to carry out a raid at an 
illegal sand mining site. The official, Atul 
Srivastava, was injured after his private vehicle 
was stopped and he was attacked by a group of 
men. The attackers, however, said that they 
attacked him on suspicion of child-lifting, a claim 
rejected by the officials. 
 
Sub Divisional Magistrate RS Baghel said, 
"Though they claim they attacked him on 
suspicions of child-lifting, I believe that the 
attack was perpetrated by them in a bid to stop 

Attack on 
govt official  



the officers from visiting the illegal mining site. 
This is could be their conspiracy." Fifteen 
people were detained while efforts are on to nab 
10 others involved in the case. Officials also 
seized 15 tractors and trollies, two JCB 
machines along with other tools used in illegal 
mining. 
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/crime/
210719/mp-on-way-to-raid-illegal-sand-mining-
site-nayab-tehsildar-attacked.html  (21 July 
2019) 
 

 Dec. 
2019 

Tawa Govt officials attacked The sand mafia was 
attacked the revenue staff who were seizing 4 
tractor-trolleys loaded with illegal sand from the 
closed Chaplasar mine of Tawa river. The 
attackers also took away 3 tractor trolleys of 
sand seized by the team. About eight-ten 
people armed with sticks surrounded the 
vehicles. Naib Tehsildars Atul Srivastava and 
Patwari Yashwant Rajput, Dulasingh Rajput, 
Abhishek Thakur and Himanshu Sahu, Kotwar 
Tulsiram were assaulted. Tehsildar Nidhi 
Chowkse was threatened. The team had to run 
away from the spot for their safety.  
 
This was second attack on Naib Tehsildar Atul 
Srivastava. Earlier he was assaulted in  
Manwara on July 19 damaging his car. On 26 
June, Patwari Sanjay Gaur was attacked by the 
sand mafia on Pilikar. One more Patwari was 
injured in the attack. In April 2019, TI 
Hanskumar Onkar was attacked with sticks and 
stones at Babri Ghat in Seoni Malwa. 
https://www.bhaskar.com/mp/hoshangabad/ne
ws/sand-mafia-goons-surrounded-naib-
tehsildar-and-patwaris-beaten-and-took-away-
3-tractor-trolleys-126330243.html (19 Dec. 
2019)    
 

Revenue 
team 

attacked  

Shivpuri June 
2019 

Parvati 4 killed in sand mine collapse Four persons, 
including two children, were Monday (June 24) 
killed when an illegal sand mine collapsed in 
Shivpuri district. The mine was along the banks 
of Parvati River in Maroura Khalsa village in 
Pohri area, Bairad police station in charge Alok 
Singh Bhadoria said. 
 
“The victims went to the mine to dig sand for 
their home. It caved in and all died instantly. The 
deceased are related to each other,” he said. 
They were identified as Sudama Goswami (22), 
Shriniwas (20), Nitesh (10) and Kishan 
Goswami (14), he said. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/

4 villagers 
including  
2 teens,  

1 child killed  



4-killed-in-sand-mine-collapse-in-mps-
shivpuri/articleshow/69931328.cms  (24 June 
2019)  

Khargone July 
2019 

Kunda  Miners threaten of committing suicide For 
Khargone tehsildar, on Monday (July 22), it was 
not a usual raid against illegal sand mining. He 
was in a catch-22 situation when a group of 
people warned him of committing suicide if the 
illegal mining is stopped since it was their only 
source of income.  
 
“If we will be stopped from sand mining we will 
end our lives,” threatened the labourers 
involved in sand mining to the tehsildar RC 
Khatediya. The tehsildar along with his team 
had gone to conduct raid at Kumharkheda after 
receiving information that illegal sand mining 
was underway near Kunda river which is 12 km 
from district headquarters. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/indore/
miners-threaten-suicide-if-admn-tries-to-stop-
illegal-sand-mining/articleshow/70336849.cms  
(23 July 2019) 
 

 

Madla Nov. 
2019 

 Mafia threatened mining officer A video viral 
in social media shows that illegal sand miners 
openly threatening the mining officer in Niwari 
village under Nainpur block of Madla. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BEpFkygM
Wa8 (18 Nov. 2019) 
 
<iframe width=”956” height=”538” 
src=”https://www.youtube.com/embed/BEpFky
gMWa8” frameborder=”0” 
allow=”accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-
write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-
picture” allowfullscreen></iframe> 
 
 

Mining 
department 

official 
threatened  

Umeria  Dec. 
2019 

Mahanadi Man shot dead in gang war The incident 
seems relating to illegal mining in Mahanadi 
river on Dec. 13, 2019. One person was killed 
and two injured in a gang war between two 
groups involved in illegal sand mining at Umeria 
district. Incident took place at Kherwar sand 
mine located under jurisdiction of Chandia 
police station. Police said the clash took place 
over a territorial supremacy on a closed mine. 
Three people involved in the shooting have 
been identified. Case has been registered 
against them. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/
madhya-pradesh-man-shot-dead-in-gangwar-
over-sand-mining-in-

1  
shot dead in 
sand gang 

war  



umeria/articleshow/72585482.cms  (14 Dec. 
2019) 
 

Betul  May 
2020 

Tawa 14 arrested for attacking administration In 
May, fourteen people involved in illegal sand 
mining from Tawa river in Betul were arrested 
for attacking administration team on raid.  
https://www.bhaskar.com/local/mp/hoshangab
ad/betul/news/14-accused-in-jail-illegal-mining-
of-sand-found-in-2300-sq-ft-stone-pelting-on-
government-team-127320551.html  (20 May 
2020)  
 
<iframe width="1519" height="586" 
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/qeGFke
xV-wk" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; 
autoplay; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-
in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe> 
 
The fatal attack amid lockdown had injured 
some officials. The state has been seeing such 
violent attacks routinely. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeGFkexV-
wk  (18 May 2020)  
 

Police team 
attacked  

Dewas  June 
2020 

 Cops attacked with sticks 2 police personnel 
and their driver were attacked with sticks in 
Dewas after they reportedly tried to stop a 
tractor laden with illegally mined sand. Police 
said that 5 people had been identified and they 
would be arrested after filing of a FIR. Last year, 
a minister had reportedly said that the state 
loses 5-10 crores every day due to illegal sand 
mining. 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/videos/india-
news/watch-cops-attacked-with-sticks-in-
madhya-pradesh-sand-mafia-suspected/video-
3Yp9hEWjBNlPsqwk7GlD0L.html  (09 June 
2020)  
 
<iframe width="956" height="538" 
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/Nj2g9M
a2piw" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; 
autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; 
gyroscope; picture-in-picture" 
allowfullscreen></iframe> 
 

Attack on 
police team  

Sheopur July 
2020 

Chambal  Policemen beaten by sand mafia On the night 
of July 16, two policemen were beaten severely 
by sand mafia when they were stopped at a 
check point in Garhi village of Bijeypur area in 
Sheopur district. The miners were carrying 
illegal mining in Chambal river. They also 
managed to run away with two sand-loaded 
tractor-trolleys seized by police. There was an 

Attack on 
police team 



attempt to mow down the police men. Despite 
this, the police has not taken strong action 
against involved. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/madhya-
pradesh/story-madhya-pradesh-sand-mafia-
beat-up-police-big-officers-are-trying-to-hide-
case-3356195.html  (17 July 2020)  
 

   4 booked for hitting police Police registered a 
case against four illegal miners for hitting and 
abusing an ASI in Sheopur district on July 17 
while he was checking the transportation of 
illegally mined sand at a Morena-Sheopur 
border check post, said police. The miners also 
fled with four tractor-trolleys laden with illegally 
mined sand from the check post. 
 
The main accused was identified as Bunty 
Rawat, a resident of Morena while three others 
are yet to be identified, said Sampath 
Upadhyay, superintendent of police (SP), 
Sheopur. The SP also ordered an inquiry on the 
police personnel after a video of the incident 
went viral on social media in which two miners 
with a trolley laden with illegally mined sand are 
accusing police of taking money from them. 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/bhopal/four-
illegal-sand-miners-booked-for-hitting-
assistant-sub-inspector/story-
qbmHY8VIMl6DJuKMHz3Y1O.html  (18 July 
2020)  
 

 

Singrauli Sept. 
2020 

Sone 4 teen drown in Sone river Four youth Amit 
(15), Anand (13), Rohit (13), Rahul (13) of 
Kudari Lamsarai village were drown in Sone 
river while taking a bath in Sidhi district. The 
divers managed to recover a body and three 
were remained missing as per this report. 
Villagers alleged that illegal sand mining in 
Garhwa area has turned the river in a danger 
zone there and said that the incident has 
happened on account of illegal sand mining in 
the river.   https://www.patrika.com/singrauli-
news/four-teens-drowned-in-son-river-
6397772/  (13 Sept. 2020)  
 

4  
teen drown  

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Madhya Pradesh in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll In Madhya Pradesh 15 people have been killed in sand mining related accidents 
in past two years. Of these 9 deaths were due to collapse of sand mines killing 6 adults and 3 
teenagers. Similarly 4 kids died in sand pits in Sone river. Thus in total 7 children lost their lives to 
illegal sand mining in the state. The gang war in rival groups also led to murder of two illegal miners 
in Bhind area of Chambal river.  
 



The collapse of illegal sand mines near Narmada river in Barwani killed 5 sand workers in June 2019. 
Same month another mine collapse incident took place in Shivpur district along Parvati river near 
Maroura Khalsa village killing 4 persons including 3 teenagers.  
 
Threats and Attacks Additionally, there were 9 incidents of brazen attacks on and threatening of 
government officials including police, revenue, mining and district administration. It seems the sand 
mafia are backed by influential people and politicians. Hence they without second thought, launch 
violent attacks and threats to government officials.  
 
The situation is so grim that administration had to impose section 144 in Panna in March 2019. The 
SDM of Panna was openly threatened by a politician for seizing illegal sand mining trucks from Ken 
river which reportedly belonged to the politician.  
 
Similarly the administration team Betul was attacked in broad day light in May 2020 while it was taking 
action against illegal mining in Tawa river. The attackers also fled away seized vehicles. Then a police 
team in Dewas was beaten with sticks by illegal miners in June 2020 and a police personnel was 
thrashed in Sheopur in July 2020. The miners were carrying illegal mining in Chambal river.     
 

 

Chhattisgarh  

District  Month  
Year  

River Detail  Remark  

Bemetera  July 
2019 

Shivnath  Villagers attacked for opposing mining 
Villagers of Posari in Nandghat area of 
Bemetera district were attacked by illegal sand 
miners in July 2019 for opposing illegal mining 
in Shivnath river. The villagers had inquired 
about mining permission on which the 
contractor started beating them. The miners 
also had weapon but when more villagers 
arrived the fled the spot with JCB and vehicles. 
Villagers allege that mining department was 
taking no action despite repeated complaints 
and influential miners with political support 
were carrying out illegal mining non-stop.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ou7qZ3h
ai24  (24 July 2019) 
 

Villagers 
attacked  

Dhamtari July 
2020 

 District Panchayat Member beaten by sand 
mafia Zilla Panchayat member (District 
Development Council) Khooblal Dhruv was 
attacked by sand mafia at Joratarai sand mine 
on June 18. Khooblal has gone to the area 
after complaints of illegal sand mining where 
he and his associates were held captive by 
Nagu Chandrakar and beaten with belt, sticks 
till they fell unconscious due to beating. The 
attacker also took away their valuables 
including mobile phone. Even after 26 days, 
the accused was at large.  
https://www.haribhoomi.com/local/chhattisgar
h/chhattisgarh-police-failed-in-front-of-nagu-

1  
DDC 

member 
2 of his 
friends 
beaten   



announced-reward-for-informer-335409  (13 
July 2020)  
 

Kanker  Sept. 
2020 

 Scribe thrashed by sand mafia Kamal 
Shukla, the editor of Bhoomkaal a regional 
newspaper who had led a campaign for a 
journalist protection law was dragged down a 
street, beaten and slashed with a sharp 
weapon barely 100 metres from Kanker police 
station, in Bastar division, on Sept. 26 
morning. Bleeding from the head, 53-year-old 
Kamal Shukla was rescued by other 
journalists and taken to hospital.  
 
Shukla had himself gone to cover an assault 
on a young journalist who has been filing RTIs 
on illegal sand mining and was beaten up and 
dragged to the police station by a group of 
people. Police issued a statement that it was a 
“brawl between two groups of journalists” and 
an FIR was lodged under the IPC for 
voluntarily causing hurt, criminal intimidation 
and obscene acts. “I have been writing against 
the sand mafia and raising my voice against 
the district administration and collector. 
Journalists of Kanker plan to go on a ‘jail bharo 
aandolan’ on October 2. This attack was 
meant to foil our campaign,” Shukla alleged.  
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/scrib
e-writing-against-sand-mafia-
thrashed/articleshow/78342426.cms   (27 
Sept. 2020)  
 

1 
Reporter 
attacked  

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Chhattisgarh in 2019-20. 
Threats and Attacks The available reports show that there have been three incidents of 
attacks on villagers and a reporters in past two years. In July 2019, Posari villagers in 
Nandghat area of Bemetera district were attacked by illegal sand miners for opposing illegal 
mining in Shivnath river. The villagers had inquired about mining permission on which the 
contractor started beating them.  
 
Then in June 2020, a DDC member and three of his friends were beaten by sand mafia at 
Joratarai sand mine. The DDC member had gone to the area after complaints of illegal sand 
mining where he and his associates were held captive by Nagu Chandrakar and beaten with 
belt, sticks till they fell unconscious due to beating.  
 
In September 2020, Kamal Shukla, the editor of Bhoomkaal a regional newspaper who had 
led a campaign for a journalist protection law was dragged down a street, beaten and slashed 
with a sharp weapon barely 100 metres from Kanker police station, in Bastar division. Shukla 
had himself gone to cover an assault on a young journalist who has been filing RTIs on illegal 
sand mining and was beaten up and dragged to the police station by a group of people.  

 
 

Maharashtra  



Sand Mafia try to mow down cop The driver of a dumper carrying illegally-dredged sand 
tried to run over a constable on Nov. 17 after an impromptu police raid on the sand mafia in 
Virar. The incident highlights how illegal sand mining continues unabated in the Mumbai 
Metropolitan Region, especially in its far corners, and how daring mafia members have 
become. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/mumbai/sand-mafia-try-to-mow-down-cop-
during-night-raid-in-virar/articleshow/72134558.cms  (20 Nov. 2019) 

Death toll in West & Central India due to Illegal Sand Mining in 2019-20 

State Drowning 
in sand 

pits 

Mine 
collapse  

Road 
accidents 

 

Killing of 
Citizens/ 
Villagers/ 
Farmers  

Killing of 
Reporters/ 
Activists  

Killing of 
Govt. 

officials 

Killing in 
Gang-war/ 
Encounter/ 
Infighting   

Total 

Rajasthan  NA 11 4 2 NA 2 2 21 

Gujarat  5 NA NA 1 NA NA NA 10 

Madhya 
Pradesh  

4 9 NA NA NA NA 2 15 

Total 9 20 4 3 NA 2 4 42 

 

Threats, Attacks in West & Central India by sand miners 2019-20 

 
State 

Threats  Attacks   Total  

Citizens 
including 
villagers, 
farmers  

Activists/ 
Reporters  

Govt 
officials  
(Mining, 

Revenue, 
Police 
Forest)  

Citizens 
including 
villagers, 
farmers  

Activists/ 
Reporters  

Govt 
officials  
(Mining, 

Revenue, 
Police 
Forest)  

Rajasthan  NA NA NA NA NA 2 2 

Gujarat  NA NA NA 1 NA 2 3 
Madhya 
Pradesh  

NA NA 2 NA NA 7 9 

Maharashtra  NA NA NA NA NA 1 1 
Chhattisgarh NA NA NA 1 1 1 3 

Total NA NA 2 2 1 13 18 
 

Summary In three states of West India illegal sand mining incidents have led to killing of 42 
persons Rajasthan (21), Gujarat (6) and Madhya Pradesh (15) in past two years. Most of the 
deaths 20 has occurred in mine collapse incidents killing 11 in Rajasthan and 9 in Madhya 
Pradesh. Then the drowning in sand mining pits has killed 9 people including 5 in Gujarat and 
4 in Madhya Pradesh. Sadly, again out of 29 deaths due to drowning and mine collapse 8 are 
young children and teenagers and one woman.  

Similarly, the road accidents involving mining vehicles has killed 4 people (all in Rajasthan) 
and 3 have been murdered (2 in Rajasthan and 1 in Gujarat) for opposing illegal sand mining. 
The illegal miners mowed down 2 government officials both in Rajasthan. 2 illegal miners were 
killed in sand mining gang war in Bhind while 2 others were shot down by Dholpur police 
following an encounter.  

As per available reports the region has also seen 18 incidents of violent attack on villagers, 
reporters and government officials. Half of these occurred in Madhya Pradesh alone followed 
by Gujarat (3), Chhattisgarh (3), Rajasthan (2) and Maharashtra (1).  



Additionally, Kamal Shukla a well-known journalist and editor of Bhoomkal has been attacked  
in full public view close to a police station in September 2020. The attack by illegal miners 
injured the reporter severely. He has been covering unabated illegal sand mining in the state 
by influential persons associated with ruling party.    

The states of Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and Goa are also suffering from illegal sand mining 
to great extent, however we could not come across much media reports from the states.   

EAST & NORTH EAST INDIA  

The available reports cover the states of Bihar, Odisha, Jharkhand and West Bengal in east 
zone. There is lack of media reports for north eastern states though few like Assam, Tripura 
and Manipur are facing lot of unsustainable and illegal mining activities.  

Bihar  

District Month 
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Gaya Aug. 
2018 

Morhar 4 children dead  in sand pit Four children 
drowned allegedly after falling into a pit created by 
illegal sand mining from Morhar river in Gaya 
district on Aug. 28. The children, including three 
girls, had gone to take a bath in the river near 
Chitab Khurd village under Amas police station 
areas. They slipped into deep water and drowned, 
police said. The children were in the age group of 
8 to 10 years. https://www.ndtv.com/cities/4-
children-dead-after-falling-into-illegal-sand-
mining-pit-in-bihar-river-1907652  (28 Aug. 2018)  
 

4  
Children 
died in 
sand 

mine pits. 

 July 
2019 

Falgu Teenager drown in sand mining pit  A 15 year 
old boy drown in Falgu river near Khiranwa village 
on July 19. The youth had visited river with two 
friends. When they were drowning, locals in the 
area rescued two. The locals said that the death 
was due to pit made by digging of sand which was 
leading to many such incidents. As per them the 
administration was aware of the situation but was 
taking on action against illegal mining.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/gaya/story-
kid-s-death-by-drowning-in-a-pond-made-of-sand-
in-falgu-2641632.html  (20 July 2019) 
 

1 
Teen 

died in 
sand pit 

 May 
2020 

 4 govt personnel killed by mafia On May 21 
(Thursday) night a sand, gravel laden Hyva truck 
hit the vehicle of patrolling team on Gaya-
Panchanpur road. The accident killed driver of 
patrolling vehicle, one SAP personnel and two 
home guards. According to officials, the team of 
the Mining Department was carrying action against 
illegal mining of sand and gravels when the 
accident happened near Rajpur village.  
 
The Hyva truck belonged to Gayatri Construction 
which had a pass issued by the Rural Works 
Department Bhojpur Division. The pass was 

4  
govt 

personne
l killed in 
deliberat
e road 

accident   



signed by the Executive Engineer and was valid 
only from April 20 to May 3. 
https://www.jagran.com/bihar/patna-city-truck-
collided-with-escort-vehicle-four-people-died-in-
road-accident-in-gaya-20294549.html  (22 May 
2020)  
 

Banka March 
2019 

Darbhashan Police team attacked In Budhi Ghat village of 
Katoria police station area, the sand mafia and its 
operatives attacked the Katoria police team with 
stones on Friday (March 15) night. The driver and 
some policemen were injured in the attack. During 
a raid the police had found around 15 laborers 
loading sand in three tractors at the ghat. The 
police arrested Vardadev Yadav and Ishwar Yadav 
of Purandih village from the spot and seized two 
tractors. When the accused were being taken to 
police station, the team was waylaid and attacked 
by miners including villagers.  
 
The report says illegal mining was rampant in 
Darbhashan river in Katoria and Chandan area at 
Jamua Ghat, Rajbara Ghat, Dhaba Ghat of 
Anandpur OP area, Bagra Ghat, Domuhan Ghat, 
Sarkanda Ghat, Dharkana Ghat, Barguniya Ghat, 
Suiya Dhamana of Ghat, etc during nights. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/banka/story-
balu-mafia-attacked-police-2450608.html  (17 
March 2019)  
 

Attack on 
police 
team  

 Oct. 
2019 

 SDPO, 6 cops injured, truck driver killed The 
henchmen of sand mafia attacked SDPO Dinesh 
Chandra Srivastava, who was leading a police 
team and mining department officials at Jathore 
ghat near Janakpur village under Amarpur police 
station in Banka district on Oct 22, 2019 night. 
Police and mining dept vehicles were damaged by 
the sand miners. 

A truck driver was killed in the firing by those 
involved in illegal sand mining. The deceased was 
identified as Fantoosh Yadav. Dinesh, who 
received serious head injuries, was admitted to 
Jawahar Lal Nehru Medical College and Hospital 
at Bhagalpur. Six other policemen also got injured 
and they were undergoing treatment at Banka govt 
hospital. 

Following Fantoosh’s murder, villagers blocked the 
Banka-Bhagalpur road near Mahagama 
demanding probe into the incident and 
compensation to the kin of the deceased. The road 
blockade was lifted after police 
intervened. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/cit

1 
Driver 

killed in 
firing by 
illegal 
miners 

 
Police 
team 

attacked  



y/patna/banka-sdpo-six-cops-
injured/articleshow/71727276.cms (24 Oct 2019) 

 May 
2020 

 Miners attack police team A mining and police 
team faced violent attack while acting against 
illegal sand mining in Chandan river in Lucknoudi 
village on May 18. Sand mining was also 
damaging the Chandan river embankment built for 
flood protection. The miners were seen loading the 
mineral in 15 - 20 tractors. On seeing the officials 
of the mining department and the police force, all 
the miner left the site leaving tractors behind. But 
soon around 60-65 armed people came and 
attacked the mining officials.  
 
They also took away all the seized tractors and 
damaged the vehicle of mining department badly. 
The department said that around 9 lakh 60 
thousand cubic feet wroth 3.36 crore of sand was 
stolen by all the people.  
https://www.bhaskar.com/local/bihar/bhagalpur/ba
nka/news/fir-registered-on-55-unknowns-
including-41-named-in-the-case-of-mining-officer-
and-police-attack-on-baloo-ghat-127318631.html  
(20 May 2020)  

Attack on 
police 
team  

 June 
2020 

 8 year old killed by mining vehicle Krishna an 8 
year old boy living in Hechala village died after 
being crushed by a sand mining tractor on Monday 
(June 01). The deceased was playing near a river 
when a tractor arrived there for sand mining. The 
boy climbed the vehicle and then fell off leading to 
his death. The villagers reached the spot and 
seized the tractor after the incident. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/banka/story-
eight-year-old-child-dies-after-being-crushed-by-
a-tractor-3253672.html  (02 June 2020)  
 

1 
Minor 

killed in 
road 

accident  

 June 
2020 

Chandan Bullets, bombs rock Banka A dispute erupted 
between people involved in sand mining and 
villagers of Navtoliya and Majlishpur on June 18, 
2020. In the violent clash both side attacked each 
other with stones, bullets and bombs injuring 
many. The clash went on for about two hours and 
the sounds of explosions, firings were heard in 
Banka town.  
 
The violence occurred following opposition of 
Majlishpur villagers to mining and dumping of sand 
from Chandan river on village graveyard land. The 
bombing injured three people severely. The other 
injured whose number is not disclosed were 
admitted in Barahat hospital. A similar violent clash 
had taken place on the same issue about a month 
back. https://hindi.news18.com/news/bihar/banka-

Violent 
clash 

among 
villagers  



bihar-violent-clash-and-firing-between-two-gangs-
at-banka-for-illegal-sand-mining-brsnd-bramk-
3155593.html  (19 Jun 2020) 
 

Araria  May 
2019 

Parman 8 year old drown in mining pit Ramiz Raza an 
eight-year-old child drowned in a pit dug with a JCB 
machine on May 9 in Amona Panchayat. The pit 
was dug to mine soil near Parman river. As per 
Iqbal the father of deceased kid, the pit was not 
levelled and his child fell into it accidently leading 
to his death. The report also says about illegal soil 
and sand mining in Parman river in the area. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/araria/story-
death-of-child-by-drowning-in-illegal-mining-pit-
2524226.html  (10 May 2019) 
 

1 
Child 

died in 
sand 

mining pit  

Samasti 
pur 

May 
2019 

Shanti Man beaten to death Naresh Rai (40), a youth, 
was beaten to death on May 18 in Chhakan Toli 
village under Rambhadrapur panchayat area. The 
attack was reportedly result of dispute between 
two groups over illegal soil mining from Shanti 
River. The death led to further violent fights 
between both groups injuring many. Leg of an 
elderly was broken.  
 
A person was missing and several youths had run 
away from their homes after the brawl. As per 
villagers illegal mining of soil from JCB was being 
done by locals from Shanti river which was being 
opposed by some villagers. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/samastipur/s
tory-youth-s-beaten-to-death-in-illegal-soil-mining-
dispute-2537867.html  (19 May 2019)  
 

1  
Man 

beaten to 
death  

Saharsa June 
2019 

Kosi 4 minor girls, 1 person drown in Kosi river Five 
people, including four girls were drown in Kosi 
while crossing river at Shahpur Chhatti area in 
Navhatta on June 23 afternoon. The body of the 
person Mahendra Prasad Gupta (65) was 
discovered by the people within hour of the 
incident, while the body of any other girl could not 
be found till late evening. The report also says 
illegal mining of soil and sand had created deep 
pits in the riverbed which could be a reason of 
mishap.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/saharsa/stor
y-saharsa-nawhattam-drawned-children-one-
dead-body-found-2589710.html  (24 June 2019)  
The body of a girl was found next day. As per locals 
the incident was due to illegal mining of soil in Kosi 
river. The police administration had failed to stop 
it. They also alleged that sand was being mined 
from within just 50-100 meters of the eastern 
embankment. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/saharsa/stor

4  
Minor 
Girls 

1  
adult  

died in 
Kosi river 

 



y-one-out-of-four-children-take-out-from-river-by-
villagers-2590772.html  (25 June 2019)   
 

Patna  Jan. 
2020 

 Sand mining complainant shot dead Police 
recovered the bullet-ridden body of one Pankaj 
Kumar (32) from Katarhi village under the Rania 
Talab police station area in Paliganj sub-division 
on Jan. 4. According to sources, Pankaj had 
lodged complaints with mines and geology 
department against illegal sand mining at his 
village, Janpara in Bikram block, some months 
back apart from filing several RTIs regarding the 
issue. 
 
SHO of Rania Talab police station Indrajeet Singh 
said preliminary investigations revealed that 
Pankaj, who had gone to his maternal aunt’s 
residence on Jan. 3, did not return home. Pankaj 
was shot in neck from a close range. He owned a 
general store at the village. He said police have so 
far not received any written complaint from the 
family members as they were busy cremating the 
body of the victim. Paliganj DSP Manoj Kumar 
Pandey said Pankaj used to post contents on his 
social media profile regularly against sand-laden 
trucks passing through his village, much to the 
inconvenience of common people and 
schoolchildren. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patna/san
d-mining-complainant-shot-in-
patna/articleshowprint/73103079.cms  (5 Jan. 
2020)  
 

1 
RTI 

activist 
murdered  

Begusarai  Feb. 
2020 

Ganga 1 killed by mining vehicle  A tractor loaded with 
sand near Pan Gachi in Mufissal police station 
area crushed Praveen Kumar, 45, a resident of 
Kaithama. The person died on the spot. The tractor 
overturned after the incident and the driver 
managed to escape. Following the accident locals 
blocked the main road. 
  
They alleged that reckless driving by mining 
vehicles was resulting in increase in road accident 
in the area. As per them hundreds of tractors carry 
illegally mined soil and sand. The drivers are 
mostly minor and they always drive dangerously to 
complete more trips. As per them large scale illegal 
mining business was going on along the Matihani 
in Ganga river. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/begusarai/st
ory-two-youths-died-in-separate-road-accident-
3036414.html  (19 Feb. 2020)  
 

1 
Killed in 

road 
accident  

Jahanabad March 
2020 

Sone Teenager drown in Sone river A 16-year-old 
youth, Vitu Kumar, a resident of Belawan village in 

1 



Kaler police station area, died on Sunday (March 
15) after drowning in the Son River. He had gone 
to work in a vegetable field on the banks of the 
River. After some time he entered into river to have 
a bath and slipped into deep water leading to his 
death.  After the incident the villagers attributed the 
death to illegal sand mining pits in the river. 
Villagers said that the pits were not levelled by 
contractor which was resulting in increase in 
drowning incidents. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/jahanabad/st
ory-jehanabad-youth-drowned-in-son-river-in-
belawan-3087157.html  (15 March 2020)  
 

Teen 
drown in 

Sone 
river  

Bhojpur June 
2020 

Sone 8 year old girl drown in Son river Tanu Kumari 
an eight year old girl drown to death in Sone river 
while bathing near newly constructed bridge in 
Koilwar on June 12. She had visited river with her 
friend and while bathing she went into deep water 
leading to her death. People tried to rescue her but 
failed. As per local people illegal sand excavation 
by had created hundreds of pits in riverbed 
resulting in death of locals recently. They said that 
the administration was taking no action in the 
matter. The report also says about death of 
another girl Sona Kumari of Bindagawa in similar 
way three days ago.  
https://www.prabhatkhabar.com/state/bihar/arrah/
eight-year-old-girl-dies-after-drowning-in-son-
river-in-ara  (13 June 2020)  
 

1 
Minor 

drown in 
Sone 
river  



Rohtas  Nov. 
2019 

 Killed for refusing to pay extortion The cleaner 
or ‘khalasi’ of a sand-laden truck was shot dead in 
Rohtas district late on Nov 10, 2019 night for 
refusing to pay extortion money demanded by 
criminals at a govt checkpost. The incident took 
place on Pali road under Dehri-on-Son police 
station area. The 25-year-old deceased was 
identified as Suraj Kumar. 

The 14-wheel truck (UP53ET-7734), loaded with 
sand at Dehri, was on its way to Gorakhpur. The 
men at the checkpost asked driver Chandan 
Kumar and cleaner Suraj to pay Rs 10,000 to cross 
the checkpost with sand. Their refusal to pay led to 
heated exchange of words during which one of the 
accused allegedly entered the driver’s cabin and 
shot at Suraj. 

The truckers’ unions of Rohtas and Kaimur districts 
had also lodged protests in the past against 
extortion by ‘private checkers’ (representatives of 
lessees) at all the five check-posts in the twin 
districts. They alleged that CCTV cameras were 
not installed at any check-post. As per Rohtas 
truck operators’ union president Vinay Singh, he 
had given several representations to the DM, SP 
and DIG, seeking action against the lessee 
representatives involved in extortion from the 
sand-laden trucks, but to no 
avail. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/patn
a/truck-drivers-helper-killed-for-refusing-to-pay-
extortion/articleshow/72012383.cms  (12 Nov. 
2019) 

1 
Co-driver 
beaten to 

death  

 June 
2020 

Sone 2 girls drown in Sone river Two girls died after 
drowning in the Sone on Monday (June 15) 
evening in Dalmiyanagar police station area. The 
deceased were identified as Khusi 8 year old and 
Priyanka 9 year old both residents of Makrain 
village. Local attributed the death to deep illegal 
sand mining pits created by sand mafia in the river. 
https://bit.ly/3p5fEea (16 June 2020)  
https://public.app/video/sp_ipz1bmc7b796e  (17 
June 2020)  
 

2 
teenage 

girls 
drown in 

Sone 
river  

 June 
2020 

 7 villagers including 5 kids drowned in Sone 
river Brazen illegal sand mining activities 
continued in Sone river stretch in Rohtas district. 
The riverbed is strewn with deep mine pits turning 
Son into a danger zone for local people. All 
happening under the nose of administration.  
 
Before this, Anoop Kumar a local reporter died 
after drowning in Sone on Nov 3, 2019. Firdaus 

5 
Children  
2 adults 
including 

a 
reporter 

died after 
drowning 



Alam of Sasharam died on June 08, 2019. Three 
more kids from Taal Bans area had drowned to 
death on April 25, 2019. 
https://www.jagran.com/bihar/rohtas-illegal-sand-
mining-leads-to-danger-zone-20410867.html   (19 
June 2020) 

in Sone 
river.  

Nawada May 
2020 

 Youth shot dead A young man was shot and killed 
by miscreants in a dispute over illegal mining of 
sand in Nawada. The incident is reported at Satan 
Bigha village of Meskaur police station in the 
district at around 11 pm on Thursday (April 31). 
The deceased was 34-year-old Ranjan Yadav, son 
of Mahendra Yadav of Powai village of Mirzapur 
Panchayat. His body was found on Friday (May 1) 
morning from the road to Satan Bigha village. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/nawada/stor
y-youth-killed-in-illegal-sand-mining-dispute-amid-
corona-lockdown-in-meskaur-nawada-bihar-
3190137.html  (03 May 2020)  
 

1 
Murdered  

Purnea Aug. 
2020 

Kosi 3 kids drown in Kosi river On Aug. 27, three 
children Ankit (7), Darbari (12) Sanjay (8) died due 
to drowning in the Kosi river at Baisa Seema tribal 
toll. The dead bodies were taken out after two and 
a half hours by local sailors and divers. 
 
The women of the village said that illegal soil 
mining has created deep pits in the Kosi which 
caused the death of the kids. They also said that if 
the guilty miners are not punished, then such 
accidents would keep taking place. 
https://www.jagran.com/bihar/purnea-three-child-
drown-in-river-20677815.html  (28 Aug. 2020)  

3 
Minors 

drown in 
Kosi  

Jamui July 
2020 

 Violent clash among villagers, police team 
attacked On the night of July 1, 2020 a violent 
clash erupted among the villagers of Darima 
village in Khaira area of Jamui district. An on-going 
dispute between two groups was further triggered 
by the issue of illegal sand mining. 
 
Amid stone pelting, there was an attempt to set the 
house of a person on fire. The person seemed 
involved in illegal mining and his tractor was 
damaged earlier, which lead to the clash. After 
complaint, the police reached the village and 
seized the tractor. On this, the villagers attacked 
the police team. Later the CRPF unit was sent to 
village to normalise the situation. In clamp down by 
CRPF, few villagers were reported injured. Amid 
this, the village headman was fired at in his home. 
https://www.livehindustan.com/bihar/jamui/story-
two-sides-clash-over-illegal-sand-mining-in-jamui-
bihar-attacked-on-police-3321186.html   (2 July 
2020) 

Violent 
clash 

among 
villagers  

 
Police 
team 

attacked  

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Bihar in 2019-20. 



Human Death Toll The reports show that overall 36 people have been killed in Bihar since January 
2019. Out of this 25 deaths were due to drowning in sand mining pits. This includes 22 children, 
teenager including girls and 3 adults.  
 
Of total drowning deaths 11 have occurred in Sone river including 9 children, teenagers and 2 adults. 
Then 8 person which includes 7 children, teenagers and 1 adult have died after drowning in Kosi 
river. The remaining 6 deaths of children has occurred in Morhar river (4), Parman river (1) and 
Falgu river (1). The drowning incident killing for children in Morhar river had taken place in August 
2018.  
 
In addition to these, 9 people including 4 government officials and 1 RTI activist have been murdered 
in the state in this period and 2 people including a minor was killed in accidents involving sand laden 
vehicles in the state. 
 
The murder of the Pankaj Kumar (32) from Katarhi village in Paliganj sub-division is quite shocking. 
He had filed several RTIs and complaints with mining and geology department against illegal mining 
in his area. He also used to post contents on his social media profile regularly against sand-laden 
trucks passing through his village, much to the inconvenience of common people and 
schoolchildren. In first week January 2020 his dead body with bullet and physical injuries was found.  
In another major incident in first week of May 2020, a sand, gravel laden Hyva truck hit the vehicle 
of patrolling team on Gaya-Panchanpur road killing driver of patrolling vehicle, one SAP personnel 
and two home guards.  
 
The sand mining violence is also killing the people involved in transportation of sand. In Banka 
district a truck driver was killed in cross firing in October 2019 and in Rohtas an assistant of a truck 
driver was beaten to death for refusing to pay extortion money in November 2019.  
 
Threats and Attacks There have been 4 incidents of violent attacks on police team and 2 incidents 
of violent clashes among villagers over sand mining issues. These includes deadly sand wars 
among miners in Banka in June 2020 over sand mining dispute from Chandan river and in Jamui 
where an already ongoing dispute in village groups was further triggered due to illegal sand mining 
in July 2020. In these clashes bomb, bullets were fired at each other and stone were also pelted on 
police teams rushed in to control the situation.    
 

 

Odisha  

District Month 
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Mayurbha
nganj 

Jan. 
2020 

Jambhira  Activist found dead in Rashgovindpur Tension 
flared up in Rashgovindpur after the body of a 
local youth, who had been opposing illegal sand 
mining in the area, was found on the bed of 
Jambhira river on Jan. 9 morning. The deceased 
32-year-old Mantu Tarei of Susumari village was 
a social activist and spearheading protests 
against illegal sand mining on Jambhira river bed. 
 
Brother Pintu Tarei alleged that Mantu was 
murdered by sand mafia. "My brother had gone 
to the river bed on Jan. 8 night to stop the 
smugglers who were illegally lifting sand. The 
mafia crushed him to death under a JCB machine 
as his body bore several grievous injuries," he 

1 
Activist 

murdered   



alleged. Locals said that due to movement of 
heavy sand loading vehicles, the village road had 
been damaged to such an extent that it was no 
more usable. Schoolchildren and emergency 
vehicles faced a lot of difficulties to commute due 
to the bad road condition. 
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odish
a/2020/jan/10/young-anti-sand-mining-activist-
found-dead-in-odishas-rashgovindpur-
2087545.html  (10 Jan. 2020)  
 

Kendrapar
a  

Feb. 
2020 

 RTI activist found dead A 40-year-old RTI 
activist was found dead in Kendrapada early on 
Feb. 1. Police suspect that Ranjan Kumar Das, 
convener of the district unit of Odisha Suchana 
Adhikar Abhijan, was killed by some miscreants 
on Jan. 31 night. His body was found on a road 
in Berua village under Marsaghai police station in 
the district. It bore several injury marks. Many 
social workers and RTI activists suspect that he 
might have been killed as he had raised his voice 
against illegal sand quarrying, brick kiln owners 
and some allegedly venal NGOs and officials in 
the district and its nearby areas. 
 
An RTI inquiry filed by him two years ago had 
exposed the illegal construction of a tourist resort 
by government-run Odisha Tourism 
Development Corporation (OTDC) in 
Kendrapada’s Bhitarkanika National Park. Das 
had brought to the fore the brazen violation of law 
by OTDC in building a tourist resort in the park’s 
core area where no such construction is allowed. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhubane
swar/rti-activist-who-protested-against-illegal-
sand-mining-found-dead-in-
kendrapada/articleshow/73852437.cms  (02 Feb. 
2020)  
 

1 
RTI 

activist 
murdered  

Balasore May 
2019 

Subarnare
kha 

Journalist attacked Pratap Patra a journalist of 
an Odisha daily in coastal Balasore district was 
grievously injured after illegal sand miners 
allegedly attacked him on May 29, 2019 night 
while he was returning home from office. The 
journalist told the police that he had reported 
about the sand mafia in Balasore a few days ago 
which angered some people. Police said the 
journalist received threats over last few days. The 
journalist later told the local press that he knew 
the attackers and handed over a list of names to 
the police. 
 
The NGT in Jan 2019 had passed an order asking 
the Balasore district administration to stop illegal 
sand mining near the Subarnarekha river. Due to 

1 
Reporter 
severely 
injured  



heavy demand of sand Odisha and neighboring 
states, the mafia scooped away sand causing 
severe damage to embankments & roads. 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-
news/odisha-journalist-allegedly-attacked-by-
sand-mining-mafia-in-balasore/story-
9qfEVK6JnLKtjxJaAIE8KJ.html   (31 May 2019) 
 

Jagatsing
hapur 

Feb. 
2020 

Mahanadi Elderly woman attacked The sand mafia did not 
spare a 70-year-old woman Sakhi Behera of 
Jaisankhpur village within Kujang police limits on 
Feb 21, 2020. The woman had been protesting 
illegal lifting of sand and was attacked by the 
mafia. She sustained critical injuries & was 
admitted to 
Hospital. https://www.newindianexpress.com/sta
tes/odisha/2020/feb/23/mahanadi-river-bed-
looted-by-sand-mafia-administration-silent-
2107264.html  (23 Feb. 2020) 

1 
Elderly 
woman 
attacked  

Cuttack  April 
2020  

Devi Activist attacked for raising complaint On 
April 1, 2020 a social activist Sanjay Routray 
sustained serious injuries after being attacked by 
a mafia for raising voice against illegal sand lifting 
from the bank of Devi river at Andeisahi under 
Kantapada tehsil. Earlier, Sanjay had lodged a 
complaint with the Tehsildar, Collector, Chief 
Secretary & Chief Minister. 

Death In another incident, a 32-year-old 
mechanic died after a sand-laden tractor tyre 
burst at his garage near Kanpur police station on 
April 3 night. Mechanic Laxmidhar Sahoo was 
checking tyre pressure when the accident took 
place. People of these blocks have urged the 
district administration to stop the illegal sand 
lifting and brick kiln operations immediately. 
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/odish
a/2020/apr/06/despite-lockdown-illegal-sand-
mining-continues-unabated-2126375.html  (06 
April 2020) 

 

1 
Activist 

attacked  
 
 

1 citizen 
killed in 

road 
accident  

Ganjam April 
2020 

Rushikulya Hinjili violence Angry over illegal mining in river 
and administration turning blind an eye, locals in 
April 2020 set 8 mining vehicles on fire. After this 
administration registered cases against about 8 
villagers. This further infuriated the villagers who 
staged a large protest demanding removal of 
cases. The police had to lathi-charge to disperse 
the crowd. 2 policemen were also reportedly 
injured in the intensive protest after lathi-charge.   
https://sandrp.in/2020/10/29/odisha-river-sand-

Violent 
clashes in 

Hinjili   



overview-2020-another-mining-ravaged-state/  
(29 Oct. 2020) 

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Odisha in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll In Odisha 3 people have died due to illegal sand mining since in past two 
years. Of these two were RTI activists who were murdered and a person was killed in road 
accidents.  
 
First, Mantu Tarei of Susumari village in Rashgovindpur was found dead on the bed of Jambhira 
river on January 09, 2020. The 32 year old youth was a social activist and spearheading protests 
against illegal sand mining on Jambhira river bed.  
 
Then on January 31, 2020, another RTI activist Ranjan Kumar Das was killed in Kendrapada. He 
was convener of the district unit of Odisha Suchana Adhikar Abhijan. Many social workers and 
RTI activists suspected the killing was due to his being vocal against illegal sand quarrying, brick 
kiln owners apart from other governance issues. 
 
Threats and Attacks Reports also show there have been violent attacks on a reporter, on an 
elderly woman and on an activist for exposing and opposing illegal sand mining in Balasore and 
Cuttack districts. The fatal attack on Pratap Patra a journalist of an Odisha daily in Balasore in 
May 2019 was following his coverage on illegal sand mining near the Subarnarekha river.  
 
Like Rattewali incident of Haryana, the Hinjili violence of Ganjam was due to reluctance of 
administration against illegal sand mining activities. Angry over official inactions, locals in April 
2020 set 8 mining vehicles on fire. After this administration registered cases against about 8 
villagers. This further infuriated the villagers who staged a large protest demanding removal of 
cases. The police had to lathi-charge to disperse the crowd. 2 policemen and several villagers 
were reportedly injured in the clash following the lathi-charge.    

 
 

Jharkhand  

District Month 
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Ramgarh  Jan. 
2019 

 Elderly hit by mining vehicle died in hospital In 
a road accident a sand laden tractor hit into a 
tempo injuring three people and damaging the 
vehicle completely on Jan 18 night at Hasla on Nai 
Sarai Sirka Marg in Ramgarh police station area. 
Jethu Karmali, the elderly wounded in accident 
later succumbed to injuries in RIM hospital during 
treatment on Jan. 19. The report says many road 
accident in the area due to illegal sand mining 
vehicle.  
https://www.livehindustan.com/jharkhand/ramgarh
/story-apradhiyo-ka-hosla-buland-2969276.html  
(19 Jan. 2020)  
 

1  
Elderly 
killed in 
accident  

Garhwa May 
2020 

Koel 14 villages injured in mining dispute Villagers 
ask village headman to allow sand mining from 
Koel river only for Panchayat requirement and 
objection to illegal mining by him reportedly 
resulted in violent clash injuring 14 villagers in 
Pratapur area of Garhwa district.  

14 
Villagers 
injured in 
infighting  
over sand 

mining  



https://www.livehindustan.com/jharkhand/story-
firing-in-jharkhand-garhwa-district-over-the-issue-
sand-14-people-injured-3238014.html  (21 May 
2020) 
 

Bokaro June 
2020 

Damodar Illegal sand miners pelt stones at cops Bermo 
sub-divisional officer Nitish Kumar Singh and his 
team had a close shave on June 4 night as 
miscreants engaged in illegal sand mining on the 
banks of Damodar river pelted stones in a bid to 
thwart a surprise raid. Singh and other officials had 
visited the river bank after a tip-off on illegal sand 
mining and its transportation. Though the miners 
escaped, eight tractors loaded with sand were 
seized from near Khetko village. 
 
An FIR was filed at Petarwar police station against 
seven named and 20 unidentified persons while 
three were detained for questioning. Though four 
of the units are licensed while the fifth has applied 
for one, the team found they are running without 
proper documentations of stocked stone chips and 
boulders. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/ranchi/illeg
al-sand-miners-pelt-stones-at-cops-in-
bermo/articleshow/76224716.cms  (06 June 2020)  
 

Police 
team 

attacked  

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Jharkhand in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll The available reports show that one elderly person lost his life after getting hit 
by sand mining vehicle in January 2020.    
 
Threats and Attacks As per the reports violence over sand mining is still happening in Garhwa 
district where 14 villagers were injured in infighting between two groups on a sand extraction issue. 
It is worth to mention that five Jatpura villagers in the district were killed following a deadly clash 
between sand miners and villagers in May 2017.  
 
Police team has also faced one attack in the state in past two years. There could be more such 
incidents which we have not come across and unable to compile. 
 

 

West Bengal  

Boy drown in illegal sand mining pit  A 10-year-old boy drowned after slipping into a pit on 
Leesh river bed in Jalpaiguri, suspected to have been dug for illegal sand mining, police 
sources said. The boy, Eyas Oraon, a resident of a tea garden in Jalpaiguri, tripped and fell 
into the 15 feet by 30 feet trench while playing with friends on an islet of the river Sunday (July 
7) afternoon, the sources at Malbazar police station said. 
https://www.ndtv.com/cities/jalpaiguri-west-bengal-10-year-old-boy-drowns-in-illegal-sand-
mining-pit-in-west-bengal-says-report-2066016  (08 July 2019)  

Meghalaya  

NGO members attacked Some members of the All Meghalaya Minority Students’ Union 
(AMMSU) in West Garo Hills (WGH) sustained injuries after being allegedly attacked by people 



belonging to a group of illegal sand smugglers from Assam. It was informed that the incident 
took place on July 4, when the alleged criminal elements from Assam, beat up the group when 
they went to stop the illegal extraction of sand from the Jinijram River near the Ginning Mill 
area, bordering Assam. https://thenortheasttoday.com/meghalaya-ngo-members-thrashed-
while-trying-to-stop-illegal-sand-mining-in-garo-hills/  (05 July 2020)  

Death toll in East India due to Illegal Sand Mining in 2019-20. 

State Drowning 
in sand 

pits 

Mine 
collapse  

Road 
accidents 

 

Killing of 
Citizens/ 
Villagers/ 
Farmers  

Killing of 
Reporters/ 
Activists  

Killing 
of Govt. 
officials 

Killing in 
Gang-war/ 
Encounter/ 
Infighting   

Total 

Bihar 25 NA 2 4 1 4 NA 36 

Odisha NA NA 1 NA 2 NA NA 3 

Jharkhand NA NA 1 NA NA NA NA 1 

West 
Bengal 

1 NA NA NA NA NA NA 1 

Total 26  4 4 3 4  41 

 

Threats, Attacks in East India by sand miners 2019-20 

 
State 

Threats  Attacks   Total  

Citizens 
including 
villagers, 
farmers  

Activists/ 
Reporters  

Govt 
officials  
(Mining, 

Revenue, 
Police 
Forest)  

Citizens 
including 
villagers, 
farmers  

Activists/ 
Reporters  

Govt 
officials  
(Mining, 

Revenue, 
Police 
Forest)  

Bihar NA NA NA 2 NA 4 6 

Jharkhand NA NA NA 1 NA 1 2 
Odisha  NA NA NA 1 2 NA 3 
Total    4 2 5 11 

 

Summary:- The media reports reveal that overall 41 people have been killed in East India in 
past two years. Of these 36 deaths has occurred only in Bihar state followed 3 in Odisha and 
1 each in Jharkhand and West Bengal. Drowning in sand mining pits has killed 26 persons 
including 22 young children and teenagers.  

The road accidents involving mining vehicles has killed 4 persons. The 4 villagers and 4 
government officials all in Bihar have been murdered by illegal sand miners. Similarly, 2 RTI 
activists in Odisha and 1 in Bihar have been killed by sand mafia for opposing and exposing 
illegal sand mining activities.  

The zone has also seen 11 incidents of violent attacks on government officials (5) villagers (4) 
and activists (2). There have not been any mine collapse incidents and encounters reported in 
this region. There are less causalities and attacks in Jharkhand, West Bengal and North 
Eastern states which is primarily due to lack of media reports we could get to see from these 
states.  

SOUTH INDIA  

The South India zone covers the states of Karnataka, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Kerala and 
Andhra Pradesh.  



Karnataka  

District Month 
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Koppal  Aug. 
2019 

 3 children die after sand pile falls on them In 
a tragic incident, three children died after a pile of 
sand fell on them in the Navali village of 
Kanakagiri taluk. The deceased have been 
identied as Kavita (2), Sonam (5) and Savita (3). 
According to the police, the children belong to a 
family who migrated from Maharashtra to work in 
a coal factory.  
 
"They were playing on a pile of sand when 
suddenly, the pile fell on and trapped them. They 
died due to suffocation," the locals claimed. Local 
authorities rushed to the spot after the incident 
and the village witnessed a tense situation as the 
locals claimed that the sand mafia was the cause 
of the tragedy.  
https://www.newskarnataka.com/koppal/three-
children-die-after-sand-pile-falls-on-them  (28 
Aug. 2019) 

3  
kids die 
under 

sand heap  

Udupi March 
2020 

 Udupi lorry owner plead for mercy killing 
Katpady Lorry Owners Association secretary 
Raghavendra has appealed for euthanasia 
(mercy killing) for him and his family members, 
after facing severe problems after District 
Administration ordered sand ban. “I have 
struggled a lot and tried to overcome this 
problem. But day by day the situation is getting 
worse and I am facing financial issues,” he said. 
Raghavendra said he had 4 tippers and 12 
workers who were dependent on him. Now he 
has one tipper and is sitting jobless. 
https://www.daijiworld.com/news/newsDisplay.a
spx?newsID=573250    (25 March 2019)  

 

 

Bangalore 
Rural  

March 
2020 

 Illegal mining kills 22 year old Four persons 
were booked for the death of a 22-year-old man, 
who was hired to load sand into a tractor trailer 
from a lake bed. The accused had lied to him 
saying that they have permission from the 
government to use sand from the lake bed, for 
construction purpose. The deceased has been 
identified as Ambareesh, a resident of 
Bhaktharahalli. The incident took place on 
Wednesday night (March 18), at around 11 pm. 
https://bangaloremirror.indiatimes.com/bangalor
e/crime/illegal-sand-mining-kills-22-yr-
old/articleshow/74739312.cms  (21 March 2020)  

 

1 
Person 

involved in 
illegal 
mining 
killed in 

accident.  

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Karnataka in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll In Karnataka 1 person and 3 kids have died due to illegal sand mining related 
accident in past two years. In a tragic incident, 3 minor kids died after a pile of sand fell on them 



in the Navali village of Kanakagiri taluk in August 2019. The children belonged to a family who 
migrated from Maharashtra to work in a coal factory. Then in March 2020, Ambareesh (22) a 
resident of Bhaktharahalli died when a sand trolley he was hired to load, toppled crushing him to 
death. The miners were doing it illegally but had lied to Ambareesh that they had permission.  
 

 

Telangana  

District Month 
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Yadadri 
Bhongir 

Feb. 
2020 

Musi Farmer beaten to death An activist farmer was 
beaten to death in Yadadri Bhongir district 
allegedly for reporting illegal sand mining to 
police. The victim has been identified as D 
Pandu, 45, an activist with the Madiga 
Reservation Porata Samithi. He was on his way 
back to his village when he was attacked from 
behind allegedly by two men who held a grudge 
against him. 
 
B Ravinder, 32, and N Naresh, 33, both drivers 
by profession, have been arrested and taken into 
police custody. They were hired at Lingarajupally 
village to transport sand from the Musi river banks 
with Revenue Department permission. But after 
the duo had collected the permitted amount of 
sand, they had attempted to smuggle out more 
sand from the river bed last year, police said. 
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/telangan
a-farmer-activist-beaten-death-allegedly-
reporting-illegal-sand-miners-117483  (04 Feb. 
2020)  

 

1 farmer 
murdered  

Mahabub 
nagar 

July 
2020 

 Farmer crushed to death in Mahbubnagar  In 
a tragic incident, a farmer was crushed to death 
on Wednesday (July 29) by a sand mafia truck 
after he opposed the illegal transportation of sand 
from his agricultural fields. The heinous incident 
took place in Tirumalapur in Mahabubnagar 
district. The deceased was identified as 
Narsimhulu. 
 
Last year, a similar incident occurred in the village 
when a farmer was killed by a sand mafia under 
the pretext of obstructing the sand mafia from 
illegal transportation of sand. Villagers have 
expressed outrage over the lackadaisical attitude 
of authorities who they say are not acting against 
such crimes. 
 
Meanwhile, the villagers smashed the glasses of 
the truck. Villagers staged a protest with the dead 
body of Narsimhula demanding to support the 
family of the deceased and also a response from 

1 
Farmer 

murdered 
 

Report 
also 

mentions 
of another 

similar 
killing in 
2019.   



the authorities to curb the sand mafia's illegal 
activities. It is suspected that a public 
representative is allegedly backing the illegal 
sand mafia. 
https://english.sakshi.com/news/telangana/illegal
-sand-mining-farmer-crushed-death-
mahbubnagar-122088  (30 July 2020)  
 
The illegal mining of sand was reportedly taking 
place for some time and villagers raised a hue 
and cry about it. Another villager was also run 
over by a sand transportation vehicle and 
villagers alleged that it a murder committed by the 
sand mafia. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderaba
d/telangana-action-against-12-in-illegal-sand-
mining-in-mahbubnagar-after-farmers-death-
under-tipper/articleshow/77289408.cms  (31 July 
2020) 

 
Kamaredd

y 
March 
2020 

Parmalla Illegal miners attack forest staff Illegal sand 
miners attacked 4 forest officials when they try to 
prevent illegal sand mining in Parmalla stream in 
Gandhari mandal of Kamareddy district. 
Gandhari FRO Anuradha said that following tips, 
their staff conducted inspection on March 24, 
2020 night against ongoing illegal mining 
activities in Parmalla stream of Parmalla tanda. 
 
A team of 4 members led by Section Officer, 2 
beat officers and a home guard visited the spot. 
Seeing them, 7 people belonging to Parmalla 
village snatched the lathis from the forest staff 
and attacked them with the sticks and ran away 
from the spot. The team got seriously injured in 
this incident. https://telanganatoday.com/llegal-
sand-miners-attack-forest-staff-in-kamareddy   
(25 March 2020) 

 

Forest 
team 

attacked  

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Telangana in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll In Telangana three farmers have been killed for opposing illegal sand mining 
affecting their farmlands in past two years.  
 
In one such incident, D Pandu, 45, a farmer was attacked and killed by illegal sand miners in 
February 2020 in Yadadri Bhongir district. Pandu was also an activist with the Madiga Reservation 
Porata Samithi and had complaint against illegal sand mining in recent past resulting in the attack.  
Then in July 2020, Narsimhulu a farmer was crushed to death by a sand mafia truck after he 
opposed the illegal transportation of sand from his agricultural fields in Tirumalapur of 
Mahabubnagar district. Last year, a similar incident occurred in the village when a farmer was 
killed by a sand mafia under the pretext of obstructing the sand mafia from illegal transportation of 
sand.  
 
Threats and Attacks Illegal sand miners in March 2020 attacked 4 forest officials when they try 
to prevent illegal sand mining in Parmalla stream in Gandhari mandal of Kamareddy district.  
 



 

Tamil Nadu  

District Month 
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Chennai  May 
2019 

Pakkam 
lake 

After accident, illegal mining stops Villagers of 
Sivanvoyal, 15 km from Avadi, have had to pay a 
heavy price to stop illegal sand mining in Pakkam 
lake, in their backyard. It is now, after years of 
plundering, that illegal mining has been forced to 
come to a screeching halt, albeit temporarily; but 
it has come after an accident.   
 
Early in April, a 54-year-old woman was returning 
home at Sivanvoyal by foot when she was 
knocked down by a truck carrying sand. While 
she survived, her ability to walk was affected. The 
narrow streets of Sivanvoyal is no space for 
coexistence of man and machine. “The lorries 
keep coming one after the other every day. We 
have completely lost our space, our peace of 
mind,” said Vijaya Devi, a resident. Even in above 
case, it was when one lorry was trying to overtake 
another in the already narrow lane the accident 
occurred, said residents.  
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai
/2019/may/06/after-accident-illegal-mining-
stops-in-village-1973132.html  (6 May 2019) 

 

1 
Woman 
severely 
injured in 
accident  

Kancheep
uram 

Nov. 
2020 

 Journalist probing shady real-estate deals 
and illegal sand mining hacked to death -G. 
Moses (26), a reporter with the Tamil television 
channel Thamilan TV, was hacked to death near 
his house at Naduveeranpattu Pudhunallur 
village near Tambaram, on Nov. 8. Moses had 
been exposing the shady deals of the land mafia 
and encroachers in the village and in its 
neighbourhood, which lie on the outskirts of 
Chennai city where real estate is a booming 
business. 
 
-Rights activists urged the State government to 
provide protection for working journalists. Said a 
Chennai-based social activist: “We have 
witnessed the murders of social workers and 
journalists who were actively involved in exposing 
illicit sand miners, encroachers of water bodies 
and the land mafia. Reporters have faced 
constant threats and abuses. A few of them have 
been manhandled. But Moses’ murder was cold-
blooded and gruesome,” said a Chennai-based 
social activist. 
https://frontline.thehindu.com/dispatches/tamil-
television-journalist-probing-shady-real-estate-

1 
journalist 
killed. Its 
not clear 
whether 
he was 

attacked 
by sand 
mafia. 

However 
reporters 

in the 
state are 

constantly 
under 

threats of 
illegal 
sand 

miners.   



deals-and-illegal-sand-mining-hacked-to-death-
near-chennai/article33059723.ece  (9 Nov. 2020)  

Tiruvallur May 
2019 

Nandi Illegal mining claims man’s life According to 
police of Vellore district, Thangavel (28) hearing 
and speech impaired and a resident of 
Valarpuram village in the district, went to Nandi 
river near Arakonam along with other four 
workers to dig the sand. It is a regular practice for 
workers to dig the sand and carry it on bullock 
carts. On May 16 also, when they were engaged 
in sand mining, sand caved in and they were 
buried. The other workers could be rescued, but 
Thangavel died on the spot. Local residents said 
they were illegally mining the sand from the river. 
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/current-
affairs/170519/chennai-illegal-sand-mining-
claims-mans-life.html  (17 May 2019)  
 
Local villagers, who were crossing the riverbank, 
found the four buried and managed to save the 
lives of three, except Thangavel. The three, who 
were suffocating under the tonnes of earth, were 
rushed to a private hospital in Tiruttani and were 
undergoing treatment in the intensive care unit. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/puducher
ry/worker-involved-in-illegal-sand-mining-buried-
alive/articleshow/69362205.cms  (17 May 2019) 

 

1 
Sand 
miner 
killed 
under 
sand 

mound  

Karur June 
2019 

Cauvery Woman village offcial attacked A gang involved 
in illegal sand mining attacked a woman village 
assistant when she tried to catch them near 
Kulithalai in Karur district on June 6 night. 
Pushpalatha, the village assistant of Marudhur 
North – 2, suffered injuries in the attack and was 
admitted to Government Hospital in Kulithalai.  
 
Acting on a tip-off, Pushpalatha and a few others 
patrolled the banks of the Cauvery river on to 
check illegal sand mining. She intercepted seven 
men who tried to escape on motorcycles carrying 
sand mined illegally. They attacked her and fled 
the scene. 
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/
gang-involved-in-illegal-sand-mining-attacks-
woman-village-assistant-in-tamil-
nadu/articleshow/69693117.cms  (7 June 2019)  

 

1 
Woman 

govt 
worker 

severely 
injured  

Ramanath
apuram 

June 
2019 

 Activist murdered by sand mafia An anti-sand 
mining activist was hacked to death on June 2 in 
Ilayanur village of Ramanathapuram district. B 
Mohan, a former village head and an anti-sand 
mining activist was reportedly forcefully drowned 
and beaten up with iron rods for questioning the 
mining gang. He along with few of his friends had 
questioned the mining gang when they went to 

1 
Activist 

murdered  



take bath in a pond. On hearing sounds of JCBs 
being operated from a nearby pond, they rushed 
to the spot and opposed the illegal mining of sand 
by the gang. This led to an altercation and ended 
in the murder of Mohan. 
 
The gang reportedly isolated the activist by 
chasing away his friends from the spot. They 
allegedly took his body in a car and threw it near 
the Ramanathapuram Government Hospital 
before fleeing the scene. Five others who 
accompanied Mohan were also severely injured 
during the attack. The victim’s relatives blocked 
the road and even poured kerosene on their 
bodies in a bid to immolate themselves 
condemning the inaction of the police.  Three 
people have surrendered and the police are in 
search of four more accused in the murder. The 
sand mining mafia has been active in the district 
for more than a decade allegedly with the support 
of the administration and the officials. 
https://www.newsclick.in/anti-sand-mining-
activist-murdered-sand-mafia-tamil-nadu-
ramanathapuram  (27 June 2019)  

 
Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Tamil Nadu in 2019-20. 

Human Death Toll In Tamil Nadu a sand miners was buried to death and one activist was 
murdered by sand mafia in past two years. In the first incident, Thangavel (28) a hearing and 
speech impaired resident of Valarpuram village in Vellore district died under sand heap when the 
mine collapsed in Nandi river in May 2019. Three more workers have also trapped under the sand 
heap but they were rescued. Local residents said they were illegally mining the sand from the 
river.  
 
In June 2019, B Mohan, a former Ilayanur village head and an anti-sand mining activist was 
forcefully drowned and beaten up with iron rods for questioning the mining gang in 
Ramanathapuram district. 5 others who accompanied Mohan were also severely injured during 
the attack. The sand mining mafia has been active in the district for more than a decade allegedly 
with the support of the administration and the officials.  
 
Threats and Attacks A woman official was attacked by illegal miners and another one was 
severely injured in illegal mining activities. In June 2019, a gang involved in illegal sand mining in 
Cauvery river attacked Pushpalatha, the village assistant of Marudhur North – 2 when she tried to 
catch them near Kulithalai in Karur district. In April 2019, another woman aged 54 of Sivanvoyal 
in Avadi was knocked down by a truck carrying sand in Pakkam lake. While she survived, her 
ability to walk was affected. 
 
In the latest incident, G. Moses (26), a reporter with the Thamilan TV, was hacked to death near 
his house at Naduveeranpattu Pudhunallur village near Tambaram in Kancheepuram district on 
November 08, 2020.  Moses had been exposing the shady deals of the land mafia and 
encroachers in the village and in its neighbourhood on the outskirts of Chennai city. Though 
involvement of sand mafia in the incident is not established, however seeking government 
protection, local reporters there have expressed fear of threats to life from illegal sand miners.   
 

 



Kerala  

District Month 
Year 

River Detail Remark 

Thiruvana
nthapuram 

Jan. 
2020 

 JCB knocks down man Sand mafia killed a man 
with the mechanical arm of JCB for resisting 
mining from his compound at Kattakada on 
Friday morning (Jan. 24). Sangeeth of 
Sreemangalam in Keezharooril was hit with the 
machine in front of his family.  
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/thiruva
nanthapuram/2020/jan/24/sand-mafia-jcb-
knocks-down-man-in-thiruvananthapuram-for-
resisting-mining-from-his-land-2093934.html  (24 
Jan. 2020)  

 

1 
Person 

murdered  

   Activist attacked for complaining against 
illegal mining Mahesh Vijayan, an RTI activist, 
who fights against illegal soil mining in the district, 
was attacked by a four member-gang on Feb. 11 
night at his residence at Nattassery. 
 
Incidentally, this was the second such attack on 
Mahesh in three weeks. On January 22, when the 
activist went to the Kottayam municipality to file 
an RTI, seeking information about sand mining in 
the region, a few men, who were later identified 
as sand contractors, attacked him. In the video 
that emerged, a part of Mahesh’s shirt was torn, 
with injury marks on his head and hand.  
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/gang-
tries-break-house-kerala-activist-working-
against-illegal-sand-mining-118043  (12 Feb. 
2020) 

 

1 
RTI 

activist 
attacked  

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Kerala in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll Illegal sand mining incidents has led to murder of a citizen and violent attack 
on an RTI activist in the state of Kerala in 2020. In first case, in January 2020, sand mafia killed a 
man with the mechanical arm of JCB for resisting mining from his compound at Kattakada. 
Sangeeth of Sreemangalam in Keezharooril was hit with the machine in front of his family.  
   
Threats and Attacks:- Then, in February 2020, Mahesh Vijayan, an RTI activist, who fights 
against illegal soil mining in the district, was attacked by a four member-gang at his residence at 
Nattassery. This was the second such attack on Mahesh in three weeks. In January 2020, when 
the activist went to the Kottayam municipality to file an RTI, seeking information about sand mining 
in the region, a few men, who were later identified as sand contractors, attacked him.  
 

 

Andhra Pradesh  

District Month 
Year 

River Detail Remark 



   Sarpanch attacked for opposing illegal sand 
mining Denduluru MLA Chintamaneni Prabhakar 
followers allegedly abducted and thrashed a 
former sarpanch and YSR Congress leader for 
raising voice against illegal sand mining from 
Polavaram canal in West Godavari district. 
According to sources, some irrigation department 
officials, who received a complaint from the 
former sarpanch, passed on the information to 
the MLA. 
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra
-pradesh/2018/nov/16/chintamanenis-men-
bundle-ysrc-leader-into-car-thrash-him-for-
opposing-illegal-sand-mining-1898858.html  (16 
Nov. 2018)  

 

Attack on 
village 

Sarpanch  

Kadapa May-
June 
2019 

Penna  2 revenue officials injured by sand mafia Two 
revenue officials were injured when they tried to 
stop illegal sand transportation from River Penna 
in Siddavatam mandal, exposing the thriving 
sand mafia in Kadapa district. While chasing a 
sand-laden tractor, the officials’ two-wheeler was 
hit from the rear by the driver. 
 
<iframe width="735" height="538" 
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/j4BfdXW1
A8E" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; 
autoplay; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-
in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe> 
 
Sand mafia is thriving in the State and there have 
been several instances of officials, who muster 
courage to stop the illegal activity, being attacked 
by unscrupulous elements with impunity. Crores 
of rupees reportedly change hands in the sand 
business. 
http://www.newindianexpress.com/states/andhra
-pradesh/2019/jun/10/two-revenue-officials-end-
up-in-hospital-chasing-sand-mafia-in-kadapa-
1988230.html  (10 June 2019)   
 

2  
revenue 
officials 
attacked  

Srikakula
m 

May 
2019 

Nagavali VROs attacked May 2019, 2 VROs were injured 
as sand mafia attacked them at Naira village in 
Srikakulam rural mandal when they were trying to 
prevent the illegal excavation of sand from 
Nagavali river sand mafia gangs along with 
tractor drivers attacked. The injured VROs 
admitted at government RIMS hospital 
Srikakulam. 
https://www.thehansindia.com/andhra-
pradesh/2-vros-injured-in-sand-mafia-attack-in-
srikakulam-529570  (15 May 2019)  
 
<iframe width="956" height="538" 
src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/pbFmU9L

2  
revenue 
officials 
attacked  



Dguc" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; 
autoplay; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-
in-picture" allowfullscreen></iframe> 
 
Despite restrictions illegal mining and 
transportation of sand goes unabated in the 
district. The illegal mining continues in several 
areas of Vamsadhara, Nagavali, Bahuda and 
Mahendratanaya rivers. 
https://english.sakshi.com/andhrapradesh/2019/
05/15/vros-attacked-by-sand-mafia-in-
srikakulam  (15 May 2019)  

 
 2019  Sand scarcity led to suicide of 5 construction 

workers SANDRP overview shows that sand 
scarcity following a ban by new govt affected the 
construction sector badly and as a result five 
construction workers reportedly committed 
suicide. https://sandrp.in/2020/06/19/andhra-
pradesh-riverbed-mining-2020-quicksand-of-
mismanagement/  (19 June 2020)  

 

5 
Constructi

on 
workers 
commit 
suicide  

Death toll, threats and attack incidents due to illegal sand mining in Andhra Pradesh in 2019-20. 
Human Death Toll In Andhra Pradesh the sand scarcity following a ban by newly elected 
government in 2019 has reportedly resulted in suicide of 5 construction workers.   
 
Threats and Attacks The state has also seen violent attacks on government officials by illegal 
sand miners. First, 2 VROs were injured as sand mafia attacked them at Naira village in 
Srikakulam rural mandal when they were trying to prevent the illegal excavation of sand from 
Nagavali river sand in May 2019. Then two revenue officials were injured when they tried to stop 
illegal sand transportation from River Penna in Siddavatam mandal, exposing the thriving sand 
mafia in Kadapa district in June 2019.  

 

Death toll in South India due to Illegal Sand Mining in 2019-20. 

State Drowning 
in sand 

pits 

Mine 
collapse  

Road 
accidents 

 

Killing of 
Citizens/ 
Villagers/ 
Farmers  

Killing of 
Reporters/ 
Activists  

Killing of 
Govt. 

officials 

Total 

Karnataka  NA 3 NA 1 NA NA 4 

Telangana  NA NA NA 3 NA NA 3 

Tamil Nadu  NA 1 NA NA 1 NA 2 

Kerala  NA NA NA 1 NA NA 1 

Andhra 
Pradesh  

NA NA NA NA NA NA 5* 

Total  4  5 1  15 

*Suicides by construction workers.  

Threats, Attacks in South India by sand miners 2019-20 

 
State 

Threats  Attacks   Total  



Citizens 
including 
villagers, 
farmers  

Activists/ 
Reporters  

Govt 
officials  
(Mining, 

Revenue, 
Police 
Forest)  

Citizens 
including 
villagers, 
farmers  

Activists/ 
Reporters  

Govt 
officials  
(Mining, 

Revenue, 
Police 
Forest)  

Karnataka  NA NA NA NA NA NA  

Telangana  NA NA NA NA NA 1 1 

Tamil Nadu  NA NA NA 1 NA 1 2 

Kerala  NA NA NA NA 1 NA 1 

Andhra 
Pradesh  

NA NA NA 1 NA 3 4 

Total    2 1 5 8 
 

Summary In past two years, South India illegal sand mining activities have led to death of 15 
persons of which 5 are farmers, 1 social activist. The region has also seen 4 deaths including 
3 minor kids following collapsing of sand dune and caving in of sand mine. The other 5 deaths 
have taken place in Andhra Pradesh where the ban on sand mining affected the construction 
activities severely forcing 5 workers to commit suicide.  

There have been 8 numbers of attacks injuring 5 government officials, 2 villagers and 1 activist. 
One of the main reason behind less incidents from South India is limitation to access local 
media reports in regional languages there which often covers the most of the reports pertaining 
to illegal sand mining violence.  

National Scenario  

Human Death Toll On the basis of available reports, a total 193 people have been killed due 
to illegal sand mining operations across the country in last two years. The highest number of 
people 95 have been killed  in North India (49%) followed by 42 in West and Central India, 41 
in East India and 15 in South India.  

Drowning, mine collapse, road accidents bigger killers  

Of the total deaths 95 have been caused by drowning in deep sand mining pits followed by 27 
due to collapse of sand mounds and caving in of sand mines. The road accidents involving 
sand mining vehicles have resulted in deaths of 26 people including 18 in North India only.  

These deaths totalling to 148 (which is about 76 percent) are indirectly attributed to excessive 
and unscientific riverbed mining and rash driving. Out of 26 deaths in road accidents 18 (about 
69 percent) has taken place in just three North Indian states of UP (12), Haryana (3) and 
Uttarakhand (3). 

In this period, 23 farmers, villagers; 5 reporters and activists and 11 government officials 
including forest guards, policemen, revenue officials, mining personnel and district 
administration officials have also been killed by fearless illegal miners.  

The infighting between rival groups has led to death of 3 illegal miners (1 in UP, 2 in MP) while 
3 others (1 in UP, 2 in Rajasthan) were killed in police encounter. Precisely 45 deaths (about 
23%) including illegal miners is outcome of direct assault on villagers, government officials, 
activists and reporters.  

Sand pits killing young children  



Out of 95 drowning deaths in sand mining pits 76 (80 per cent) are either minor kids or young 
children or teenagers who entered in river to have a bathe unaware of deep pits in the riverbed. 
Sadly, 11 children Haryana and 32 children in Uttar Pradesh have died after falling in deep 
sand pits in last two years. Similarly, in Bihar, sand mining pits have killed 11 in Sone river 
alone.  The sand pits in Swan river in Punjab has seen deaths of 8 villagers since 2013 and 3 
such deaths have taken place in Banganga river in Uttarakhand.  

Reporters, Activists Murdered  

In past two years 1 reporter in Uttar Pradesh, 2 activist in Odisha, 1 in Bihar and 1 in Tamil 
Nadu have been killed for opposing and exposing illegal sand mining activities. Also there have 
been brutal attacks on 1 reporter in Uttarakhand, 1 journalist in Chhattisgarh and 1 RTI activist 
in Kerala.  

Death toll in India due to Illegal Sand Mining in 2019-20 

Zone Drowning 
in sand 

pits 

Mine 
collapse  

Road 
accidents 

 

Killing of 
Citizens/ 
Villagers/ 
Farmers  

Killing of 
Reporters/ 
Activists  

Killing of 
Govt. 

officials 

Killing in 
Gang-war/ 
Encounter/ 
Infighting   

Total 

North 60 3 18 6 1 5 2 95 

West & 
Central  

9 20 4 3 NA 2 4 42 

East  26 NA 4 4 3 4 NA 41 

South  NA 4 NA 5 (5*) 1 NA NA 15 

Total 95 27 26 23 5 11 6 193 

5* construction workers in Andhra Pradesh have committed suicides due to sand scarcity 
following mining ban by the state government.  

Threats and Attacks 

The available reports also show that there have been 84 incidents of threats and attacks on 
citizens, reporters, activists and even on government officials. The number of injured persons 
in the violent attacks especially on villagers and on the teams of police, forest guard, revenue 
and mining department is more than this figure.  

Threats, Attacks in India by sand miners 2019-20 

Zone Threats  Attacks   Total  
Citizens 

including 
villagers, 
farmers  

Activists/ 
Reporters  

Govt 
officials  
(Mining, 

Revenue, 
Police 
Forest)  

Citizens 
including 
villagers, 
farmers  

Activists/ 
Reporters  

Govt 
officials  
(Mining, 

Revenue, 
Police 
Forest)  

North 6 2 2 14 3 20 47 
West-

Central  
NA NA 2 2 1 13 18 

East  NA NA NA 4 2 5 11 
South  NA NA NA 2 1 5 8 
Total 6 2 4 22 7 43 84 

In North India region alone 47 incidents of threats and attacks incidents have taken place in 
followed by 18 in West and Central India, 11 in East and 8 in South India. The main reason 
behind less incidents in from West, Central, East and South region is inaccessibility to local 
and regional media reports.  

On the basis of media reports, it seems illegal sand miners are fearlessly attacking forest 
guards in Himachal and Uttarakhand states. Similarly, the police team in Madhya Pradesh, 



Uttar Pradesh and Bihar have seen frequent attacks form illegal miners.  There have been two 
big violent attacks on police team one in Kutch district of Gujarat in July 2020 and the second 
in Panchkula of Haryana in November 2020 injuring over 26 policemen.   

Compiled by Bhim Singh Rawat (bhim.sandrp@gmail.com) 


